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School History of the Federal Way Area

Introduction

This monograph is intended to discuss the history of schools in the Federal Way area
from the late 1800s to the present time. This basically led to the information being
presented mostly in chronological order into three major groupings.
1. The five early school districts that formed starting in the late 1800s and the
schools involved.
2. The formation of Consolidated School District 210 and the development of
the elementary, junior high and high school up to about 1950.
3. The expansion of School District 210, starting with many new schools after
1950, up to the present.

This monograph is intended to document and reference all that is known about the
Federal Way area schools so a wide variety of material and details are included with no
effort made to select equally important matters or to try to overly organize or condense
the material. A second version will attempt to make it more readable and concise.
Sources in the form of footnotes are given for almost all the material used. The second
version will also add much material that has not been used here (see the section on Future
Work.) Obviously the goal to document all that is known about Federal Way area schools
has not been met, as there is still much unused material in the files of the Historical
Society of Federal Way (HSFW) and in other potential sources.

The area covered is roughly the same as the current boundaries of the Federal Way
School District but since the boundaries have changed over the years some discussion
will also involve educational matters occurring slightly outside the present boundaries. It
should also be noted that the present school district boundaries are about 30 percent
larger than the city of Federal Way. Part of the Federal Way School District is in Kent,
Auburn, Des Moines and some still unincorporated areas of King County..

Mostly, only documents in the files of the HSFW have been used. Many of the
documents used for the period prior to 1930 are handwritten and somewhat difficult to
read. If a name or other item is difficult to read I have made my best estimate concerning
it, but I have indicated that I might not be correct if I had any doubt. Material from other
sources is welcome and will be used in the second version.

Generally, a chronological format is followed for school districts and schools.

There is considerable information available on related items such as school boards,
bond issues, PTAs, strikes, athletics and school activities. I hope these can be included in
the future but for the purpose of getting started I had to make a decision to not include
everything.

All public schools past and present have been included. The details available for
different schools, particularly the current ones, vary widely since the material used is
dependant on what information is in the files of the HSFW. Some schools have had
considerable information presented in newspaper articles and others almost none. Also
some schools are represented with a considerable amount of material donated to the
HSFW, while others have no donated material at all.

The intent is to eventually include private as well as public schools, but only two
private schools are included now.
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Photos of the items covered will be added to the second version or possibly as a
separate document.

The basic format used for organization and footnotes has been the Chicago Manual of
Style.! Three exceptions should be noted. The symbol for page, p., is not required in
footnotes. Only the page number needs to be used. I have found this confuses some
people not familiar with this type of notation so I have used p. in front of the page
number. For example, p. 1 is used rather than just 1. The second exception involves the
use of web site references. Since this type of notation is still new there is not much
consistency in published literature. I have used the Chicago Manual of Style
recommendation but added the date accessed after the web site, as this is now fairly
common in current usage. The third exception involves newspaper headlines. I have left
capitals and punctuation the way they were used by the newspaper.

As with most computer-generated documents, words can be searched for with a find
command on the web site version of this document.

Early School District Boundaries

Early School District boundaries were continually changing so it is somewhat difficult to
be specific. There was considerable consolidating and dividing of school districts and
boundaries. Even today the exact boundary of Federal Way District 210 changes slightly
from year to year.

Thurston County School District Number 5

King County was formed on December 22, 1852. Prior to this the areas that are now King
and Pierce County were part of Thurston County. In Olympia, on June 6, 1852, the
commissioners of Thurston County, Oregon Territory established School District No. 5.
This included all of the eastern shore of Puget Sound north of the Puyallup River. This
area included the area now covered by the Federal Way School District. At that time
there were no schools in the Federal Way area. The formation of King County nullified
the Thurston County district.?

Historic Background for Early Schools

Washington Territory Schools

Early in Washington’s history as a territory the legislature was interested in passing a
school law. Judges Lander, Monroe and Strong framed a law and passed it on to the

! The Chicago Manual of Style, 15™ ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003).

* Angie Burt Bowden, Early Schools of Washington Territory (Seattle: Lowman and Hanford Company,
1935), p. 175. Bowden indicates she is quoting from Thomas W. Prosch, Chronological History of Seattle,
unpublished manuscript in the Seattle Public Library.
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legislature. The Territorial Legislature approved it in 1854. It stayed in place unchanged
well into statehood (Washington became a state in 1889.)°

The first suggestion for financing schools was to set aside two sections of land, the
16" and 36", from each township, but this took several years to get implemented as the
commissioner of the land-office had decided that the funds from this sale would not be
available until the territory became a state. Another method of financing early schools
was to use a tax annually levied, and by fines arising from a breach of the penal laws of
the territory."

Only county school superintendents were provided in the 1854 law. King County was
one of the sixteen counties recognized at that time. In 1861, the legislature passed a bill
authorizing a territorial superintendent of public instruction who would be chosen by the
legislature. His duty would be to collect information necessary to supervise and finance
the public schools. Rev. B. C. Lippincott, a Methodist minister, who was also principal of
the Puget Sound Wesleyan Institute, was appointed as the first territorial school
superintendent. Lippincott reported he could not prepare his reports because of the
uncooperativeness of the county superintendents. One year later the office of Territorial
Superintendent of Public Instruction was rescinded and not revived until 1871.

Under the 1871 law, the Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction was “to
disseminate intelligence in relation to the methods and value of education, to issue
certificates to teachers, call teachers’ conventions, consolidate the reports of county
superintendents, recommend textbooks, and to report to the legislative assembly; for all
of which he was to receive $300 per year.”®

In 1860, there were only 35 teachers in all of Washington Territory and King County
had no professional teachers.” Under the 1871 law, Dr. Nelson Rounds became the
second Superintendent of Public Instruction in 1872. Rounds issued the first statistical
report for the schools in Washington Territory. King County was shown to have eight
schoolhouses with 213 pupils attending out of 556 potential students.® King County had
12 districts so apparently not all had provided schoolhouses by 1872.° Pierce County had
five schoolhouses with 157 pupils attending out of 320 potential students.'” None of these
schools were in the Federal Way area. By 1885, King County schools had grown to 43
districts with 80 teachers."’

There was considerable interest in providing a free education for children living in
King County and Washington Territory in the 1880s. In spite of rapid growth and
improving transportation lines, rural areas remained independent and quite separate from

* Bowden, p. 8. Bowden provides much detail including names for the organizing and running of the early
schools in Washington, but nothing specifically about the Federal Way area schools, with the exception of
three short paragraphs relating to St. George’s Indian School, p. 473.

* Bowden, pp. 5, 8.

> Bowden, pp. 8, 9.

5 Bowden, p. 9.

7 Rebecca Day, Cultural Resource Specialist, King County Landmarks Registration Form, Harding School,
King County Historical Preservation Office, June 25, 1991, section 7, p. 1. (Note: This document starts the
page numbering system at 1 for each section.)

¥ Bowden, p. 10. Bowden provides information on the remaining six persons to serve as Territorial
Superintendents of Public Instruction and their continued improvement of the school system, pp. 10-12.

’ Day, section 7, p. 1.

1 Bowden, p. 10. 12.

" Day, section 7, p. 1.
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their urban neighbors. The public school was to become an important part of rural life
that helped establish an identity and focus for the community.'> Bowden quotes Mr. A. C.
Voelker as saying, “The usual procedure for forming new districts or changing boundary
lines was by means of a petition to the county superintendent on the part of the person
interested, stating their prayer and its justification.”"

Early school district organization followed a common pattern. Interested
settlers would call together the heads of families in the area, find a place
to hold classes, elect directors, raise money by either taxing or collecting
donations, employ a teacher and open a school. The group would then
petition the county superintendent to form a district.

The Territorial School Superintendent would appropriate school funds
to several counties and turn the money over to each county superintendent.
The county superintendent then turned over a quota of funds to the clerk of
each district. The directors and clerks hired the teachers, paid them and
other expenses.'*

“Boundaries were often designated by the corners of a man’s barn, by a large tree, hill,
rock or stream.”"”

After statehood in 1889, there was significant improvement in rural schools. Early
primitive structures were gradually replaced with frame buildings and later brick, fire
resistant buildings. After the turn of the century the progressive policies of State
Superintendent Josephine Preston greatly improved the quality of county schools in
Washington. Preston was superintendent from 1913-1928 and the new schools built
during her tenure were larger, multi-classroom buildings with ample windows, indoor
plumbing and modern features. Preston also included “teacherages” or teachers cottages
in her rural school plans and hundreds were built during her administration.'®

Additional Uses Found for School Houses

During the early 1900s, the state legislature encouraged school districts to allow the
community to use school facilities for general public functions. Schoolhouses across the
state were made available to civic groups and social clubs for meetings and activities.
Often these non-school groups were instrumental in developing other educational
opportunities for the community such as libraries and study clubs.'’

" Day, section 7, p. 1.

" Bowden, p. 12.

' Day, section 7, p. 1. Some of the material given by Day seems to be paraphrased from Bowden, p. 12, 13
and Bowden indicates she is quoting A. C. Voelker.

"> Bowden, p. 13 again quoting A. C. Voelker.

' Day, section 7, p. 1.

' Day, section 7, p. 2.
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Early Federal Way Area School Background

Formal Federal Way area schools began in the late 1880s. The earliest European-
American settlers in the Federal Way area prior to this had little interest in public
schooling. Most of the early residents prior to 1880 were men. They were usually timber
workers, trappers or sometimes ex-soldiers who drifted in after the Indian wars. Families
usually settled nearer to Tacoma or Seattle. Some of the women in the area were
concentrated in brothels. As a result young school age children were few and far between.
If the few homesteading families did not teach their children themselves they received no
education. By the early 1880s, emigrants were flocking to the Puget Sound in droves.
While most settled in Seattle or Tacoma, a handful started to put up stakes around
Poverty Bay [Redondo area] and along the ridge above Auburn [loosely from the current
Pacific Highway and east.]"

North Edgewood School District 42/43
Formation of School District 42/43

The first county and state recognition of a school in what is now the Federal Way area
was School District 42." This school district was known under two numbers during its
35-year existence. It started out as District 42 but was changed later to District 43. School
District 42, North Edgewood, was formed on November 8, 1884.%° Originally this district
included students in both south King County and north Pierce County. The part of
District 42, North Edgewood, in Pierce County was combined with Pierce County School
District 342 to form a joint district of Pierce County in 1917 with the King County
portion becoming District 43.2' The new Pierce County portion of the district was
consolidated into District 193 on September 12, 1917.%* Care needs to be observed when
reading material about School Districts 42 and 43 as some references refer to School
District 43 existing prior to 1917 not realizing that a change that took place in 1917. The
opposite is also true where District 43 is still described as District 42.° T will try to be
consistent and refer to the district as District 42 prior to September 12, 1917 and as
District 43 after this date.

District 42 drew students from the rural areas of South King County around Auburn
and from rural areas of Tacoma and Puyallup.”* Marie Reed expanded on the comment

18 Scott Hammers, “School district celebrates 70" birthday,” Federal Way News, May 12, 1999, p. 10.
1% School districts are normally numbered based on their chronological establishment in King County.
Some numbers were reused however when a school district closed.

2 Outline History of the Organization of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2, no date (the
latest date given in the report is 1954), in the files of the HSFW. This history provides a summary of the
organizations and annexation dates of the more than 200 King County school districts that had been
consolidated into the twenty-four operating and non-operating school districts at the time of publication.
The date is also confirmed in Day, section 7, p 1.

' Outline history of the Organization of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2.

** Day, section 7, p. 1.

23 This is often true in referring to the schools that consolidated in 1929.

** Day, section 7, p. 1.

10
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about the area around Auburn and from rural areas of Tacoma and Puyallup by stating the
correct wording should be:

Areas of South King County (on what is now the west hill of Auburn)....

I don’t think Auburn’s city limits came up on the hill until much later....
would substitute for ‘Tacoma and Puyallup’ what is now the west hill of
Puyallup and north part of Milton.... The Tacoma city limits in 1884 were

far removed from the other side of Puyallup.... And the large Puyallup Indian
reservation was between Tacoma and the King County boundary — Even
Milton was part of the Indian reservation until 1907 when Congress approved
the selling of reservation lands by Indians. Although there had been a mill and
store at Milton for 10-15 years, it was not incorporated until after 1907.%

A copy of what appears to be the original School District 42 boundaries shows the
district to cover in King County, Township 21, Range 4, Sections 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28,
29, half of 30, 32, and half of 33 and in Township 21, Range 3, most of Section 24. In
Pierce County, District 42 originally covered Township 21, Range 4, the other half of
Section 33 and Section 34 and in Township 20, Range 4, Section 3 and possibly a small
portion of Section 2.%° It was the Pierce County portion that was removed in 1917 when
the King County portion became District 43.%

On June 10, 1895, persons living in School District 42 elected Eric B. Cheales as
Clerk and Oliver Bounter and A. C. Biggs as Directors. A. T. Bude was appointed as a
Director on August 5, 1895.% [It appears, based on other references to the clerk relating
to early school boards, that the clerk was responsible for record keeping, correspondence
and interfacing with other organizations, but did not have a decision making
responsibility.] Alice Shoop remembered the names of three School Directors from her
time as a student of North Edgewood and Harding School around 1915: Carl (?) Carlson,
Sr., August Hinkle and R. M. Kirchner.”’

A July 16, 1887 list of students for King County shows District 42 to have 30
students. This provided District 42 with $20.99 as its share of King County’s school
district funds. Each school district in King County received about $0.70 per student in
this allocation.™

** Marie Reed, letter to Ms. Becky Day, King County Landmarks Commission, Seattle, Washington,
undated, but since it is a response to Day it must have been shortly after Day’s Landmarks Registration
Form, Harding School, King County Historical Preservation Office, June 25, 1991, p. 1, in the files of the
HSFW.

26 Map of School District 42, November 8, 1884, recorded on page 187 of Co. Commissioners, Vol. 4.

" Map of School District 42, hand drawn changes indicating removal of the Pierce County portion to form
School District 193. This is an example of the care that needs to be taken to not confuse references to early
school districts as they were constantly consolidating and changing boundaries.

*¥ Register of School District Officers and Appointments (for King County) --- District No. 42, p. 42, no
date, in the files of the HSFW.

¥ Alice Shoop, King County School District #42, letter to llene Marckx, April 30, 1990, p. 2, in the files of
the HSFW. The (?) was Shoop’s.

0 Listing of funds received by the 55 school districts in King County for 1887, signed Isaac P. Rich, King
County School Superintendent, date not readable but apparently July 16, 1887, in the Daily Record King
County School Superintendent 1874-1892, p. not known, in the files of the HSFW.
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A June 1902 census of children between the ages of five and twenty-one years,
residing in School District No. 42, indicated that 25 potential students lived in District 42.
Fourteen of these were female and eleven male. The age distribution is shown in Table 1.

Table 1- Census of Children for District 42 in 1902°!
Age Number | Gender Age Number Gender
(Years) (Years)

6 3 Female 14 1 Female
8 1 Female 15 2 Female
9 1 Female 15 2 Male
9 2 Male 16 1 Female
10 1 Female 16 1 Male
10 1 Male 18 3 Female
11 2 Male 18 1 Male
12 1 Female Total 25
12 2 Male

In 1918 there were 32 students in School District 43.3

Schools in District 42/43

Only two schools are known for District 42/43, the North Edgewood School and the
Harding School.” Care needs to be taken as there was an early Edgewood School farther
south that was not included in district 42.%*

Anne (Anna) Campbell Calavan

Anne Calavan was born around 1893.%° [I am not sure if the use of Campbell in several
sources indicates this was her maiden name or just her middle name.] Mrs. Calavan was a
teacher at North Edgewood School when it closed and she was also the main teacher for
Harding School during its years of operation. Various sources show her name as Anne,
Anna and Ann. I suspect Anna was the correct name. Anne was the version most often
used in print, particularly in newspaper articles after 1970 and typed versions of
presentations she made. It also sounds like Anne is the way she was addressed in
available audio recordings of meetings where she spoke I will use Anne as the accepted
version unless it is in a quote or title.

3! State of Washington, King County, Census of Children between the ages of five and twenty-one years,
residing in School District No. 42, signed James H. Duncan, School District Clerk and Ole S. Ostrem for
School District No. 42, King County, Wash., June 14, 1902.

*? Day, section 7, p. 1.

3 See the section on North Edgewood School for a discussion concerning a possible forest fire destroying
the first school in 1889 and another one built that lasted until 1920. At present I am discounting the forest
fire story and assuming one school was in place from 1884 to around 1920.

* The true Edgewood School farther south should be researched further as depending on where it was and
when it operated it may have been in the Pierce County portion of District 42.

3% Comment by Mrs Calavan’s daughter Elva Mae Snow, in Reed letter to Ms. Becky Day, p. 2.
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Mrs. Calavan conducted several interviews in her later years that became newspaper
articles and typed oral histories. These can be found in the files of the HSFW. Some of
the material in these documents is discussed in sections on North Edgewood School and
Harding School.

1. Anne Calavan interview as guest of a Poverty Bay Historical Society Meeting,
PBHS.1, W0001-76, 1976, 6 pages. The audio version is available as well as
the typed version. The format is a question and answer session involving Mrs.
Calavan and former students of North Edgewood School and Harding School
as well as the historical society.

2. Mrs. Calavan interview as guest of a Poverty Bay Historical Society Meeting,
PBHS.13, W0012-79, March 1979, 16 pages. The audio version is available as
well as the typed version. The format is a question and answer session
between Mrs. Calavan and an unidentified member of the Poverty Bay
Historical Society.

3. Interview with Mrs. Wade (Anna) Calvin [sic], interviewers: Mrs. Ilene
Marckx and Mrs. Marie Reed, Federal Way Historical Society [sic], May 14,
1976, 1 page. This is a question and answer format. This appears to be rough
typed notes and is somewhat incoherent.

4. Ann Hagen, “We were all just one big, happy family,” Federal Way News,
October 8, 1980, p A3. This article was based on Anne Calavan sharing her
memories at the Federal Way Library on October 21, 1980.

Anne Calavan was still alive at 98 in 1991 and living in a nursing home.*®

North Edgewood School

Little is known about the North Edgewood School, and its location has been debated.
North Edgewood was built in 1884, the year the district was founded.>” The HSFW
has about 50 three foot x four foot panels with pictures and captions of buildings, people
and early activities. One of these panels has a photo of this first North Edgewood School

that states in the caption under the photo, “North Edgewood School — Circa 1888. First
school in Federal Way. Built in 1885 at S. 360 . Destroyed by a forest fire in 1889.”
Since there was a North Edgewood School in place until 1920 when Harding Elementary
School was built for this district it is possible that if there was a forest fire the school was
rebuilt.

Alice Shoop, who attended Harding School for eight years, stated that North
Edgewood was built around 1890.%° Mrs. Shoop apparently also attended North
Edgewood School. Mrs. Shoop’s comment about the school being built in 1890 would
agree with a fire in 1889 and therefore the need for a new school to be built in 1890. On

3% Comment by Mrs. Calavan’s daughter, p. 2.
37 Barbara Butts, “Federal Way schools — then and now,” PROGRESS, special issue of Federal Way News,
August 1979, p. 22 and Dwayne F. Nikulla, Harding School, King County Historic Sites Survey, February
5, 1978, File No. 0251, p. 1.
* Panel titled, “Early Schools,” containing photos of several early Federal Way area schools with brief
captions describing each school, date prepared unknown but probably late 1980s. The panels were prepared
by members of the HSFW and currently in the collection of the HSFW. It is not known who prepared this
g)garticular panel. The North Edgewood School photo is number 036b in the collection of the HSFW.

Shoop, p. 1.
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the other hand, Mrs. Shoop may have forgotten the exact date of the school being built
since her comment was made in 1990 and the event had happened before she was born.

Since none of the other comments relating to the early school imply a fire, [ am
making the assumption there was only one North Edgewood School.*

Day indicates the original school for District 42 was located on Neal Road, about one-
half mile east of where Harding School was later built.*! Shoop indicates North
Edgewood School was near Lake Killarney.** Anne Calavan stated that North Edgewood
School was three miles from Five Mile Lake.* Neal Road is now S. 360" St.

During its later years North Edgewood was a two-room schoolhouse.** Anne Calavan
implies North Edgewood started out as a one-room school, but had been added onto to
make a two-room school before she arrived there.*> Ed Sutherland made a comment
during Anne Calavan’s 1976 lecture that this school was originally referred to as
Adelaide School as children from Adelaide Beach District 55 also attended classes while
that district built its school.*® Day evidently used this comment as she also indicates that
this school was originally referred to as Adelaide School as children from the Adelaide
Beach area attended classes while that district built its school.*’ Care needs to be taken to
not confuse the reference to this school as Adelaide School with the better known school
described later that was part of Adelaide School District 55. North Edgewood School and
Adelaide Beach would have been about five to six miles apart.

Shoop provides the following about early teachers:

A teacher in 1913 was Miss M. E. Didrickson. One male teacher was forced
to resign about then under the founded or unfounded rumor that he was a
German sympathizer. Some of the older boys filled his buggy with horse
manure and made threats.*®

Anne Campbell Calavan started teaching at North Edgewood School when she was 21
[this would be about 1914].*° Shoop places Anne and Wade Calavan’s teaching start at

0 An additional newspaper clipping, with no date or source, has been found which also refers to the fire.
The fire issue will need to be evaluated further.

*! Day, Section 7, p.2.

*2 Shoop, p. 1.

* Ann Hagen, “We were all just one big, happy family,” Federal Way News, October 8, 1980, p A3. This
article was based on Anne Calavan sharing her memories with Hagen prior to a follow-up presentation at
the Federal Way Library on October 21, 1980.

* Shoop, p. 1. Day, section 7, p. 1 also confirms that North Edgewood was a two-room schoolhouse. Day
indicates much of her material for her King County Landmark Form was obtained from personal notes,
interviews and oral histories provided by Marie Stowe Reed of the Federal Way Historical Society.

* Anne Calavan interview as guest of a Poverty Bay Historical Society Meeting, PBHS.1, W0001-76,
1976, p. 2.

 Anne Calavan interview as guest of a Poverty Bay Historical Society Meeting, PBHS.1, W0001-76,
1976, p. 2. Ilene Marckx credits the audience comment to Ed Sutherland in a hand written comment in
Ilene Marckx, Notes from interview about North Edgewood School, no date, in file marked Marie [Reed]
and llene’s [Marckx] Notes, in the files of the HSFW. This file contains approximately 100 pages of notes
that were assembled to be a book about Federal Way area history. Only the comment about Ed Sutherland
was used here.

* Day, section 7, p. 1.

* Shoop, p. 1.

* Hagen, p. A3.
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North Edgewood at around 1915.”° Anne Calavan implies that North Edgewood School
was already in operation when she started teaching.”'
Shoop indicates that,

Wade Calavan and his wife Anna Campbell Calavan ... were the

entire staff for teaching, administrating [sic] & janitorial work for many
years. On cold winter mornings they arrived at school in the dark hours
of the morning to fire up the old potbellied stove in an attempt to have
the two rooms warm by the time the pupils arrived. If necessary they had
to thaw out the water pipes and see to it the balky old pump out in the
pump house was in working order.’?

Later teachers were Gertrude Tenzler [might be Fenzler as handwriting is difficult to
read], Mamie Breidenback and Helen Johnson.>

Day indicates that, according to Anne Calavan, the school children had to help Mrs.
Calavan and her husband Wade carry five-gallon water bottles to the school as it had no
running water or other amenities.”* Mrs. Calavan, in one of her interviews, stated:

You know when we bought it, we didn’t have any water, they had organized
a system underneath the school thinking that the drainage would supply, but
it never did. It wasn’t the answer ... And you know, you have to be without
water to appreciate water. And up in the old school they’d bring us a couple
of 10 gallon cans. On a hot day that would go just like lightning, you know.
But, we had a big kind of a fountain for drinking. We could catch the water
that was wasted from the drinking fountain for washing our hands. And
there was down below the hill, you went down a little stream and we kept
going down to that stream and got water, but it was pure and clean.
Southerlands [sic] mostly. They were a real nice family.>

Wade Calavan also acted as the principal.’® Hagen quotes Calavan as saying,

Like most schools of those days, there was no running water or electricity
and the bathroom was a hike away. There were very few roads and [the]
teacher walked to school, often in ankle-deep mud.

Oh, how it was muddy ...

But we didn’t think much about walking. It was the only way we had
to get around.”’

%% Shoop, p. 1.

3! Calavan, 1976, p. 2.
>2 Shoop, p. 1.

>3 Shoop, p. 1.

>* Day, section 7, p. 1
> Calavan, 1976, p. 2.
%% Day, section 7, p. 1.
> Hagen, p. A3
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We didn’t have any electric lights of course, you know we had lamps

and reflectors. I never can remember lighting those lamps for regular

school sessions. I ... we just put up the blinds and hoped they could see.
Well when it got dark, you went home.™

Around 1915, Mr. Fred Breidenback Sr. drove a team of horses hitched to a long
covered wagon to haul children in the west and north end of the school district to school
and back.”

An anonymous member of the audience during Mrs. Calavan’s 1976 presentation to
the Poverty Bay Historical Society stated,

May I interject something here? Mrs. Calavan said awhile ago that we
used to go to school with a horse and wagon. Well, I can’t remember the
horse and wagon trip, but Mr. Morgan used to take us over in that old tin
buggy with the iron tires and we’d get stuck and have to jump off then.
And then finally, Mrs. Calavan used to come to pick us up in the mornings.
She’d come down through the Military Road and the Lake Road and start
from there, the Olsens, and the Sutherland’s clan and some of the Carlsons
and we’d have the five-gallon milk can on the running board and that was
the water we had for the day, or part of the day, and the girls, they would
get in the car. I don’t know how many kids were in that Model T Ford,

but the fellows would stand on the side regardless of the weather ...*°

Mrs. Shoop indicated some of the names of pupils were: Nina Poland, Rachel and
Elizabeth Van Fossen, Mabel Harvey, Willa Parham, Albert Johnson, Vener and Irene
Wilson, Viola and Fred Peirsoll [maybe Piersall], Charles and Edith Eddington, John
Libo and Bruno Giuntoli.®'

A literary society was organized and many programs were presented by the local
people. These included musical numbers, dramas, skits, readings, social get-togethers
including box socials and potluck suppers and picnics.*

In May, when the weather became warm, the older boys would sneak
off to go skinny-dipping in Sweet Water Creek, which ran behind the
school. Games played during recess and noon hour were as follows:
baseball, catch, run sheep run, duck on a rock, tag, ring-around-the-rosy.
They bring back many good memories®.

3% Calavan, 1976, pp- 2, 3.

>% Shoop, p. 1.

% Calavan, 1976, p. 3. [In the informal style of this presentation there was some rambling and confusion of
North Edgewood School and Harding School, but I believe this refers to North Edgewood School around
1917.]

% Shoop, p. 2.

52 Shoop, pp. 1, 2.

5 Shoop, p. 2.
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I am not sure but the Sweet Water Creek mentioned may be the present East Hylebos
Creek that flows out of Lake Killarney.

Calavan indicated that within three years of her coming, the boards of North
Edgewood creaked for lack of space. The community decided to build a larger school.**

Harding School

Opening and Construction

As mentioned previously, in 1917, School District 42 was reorganized to become School
District 43. Because the old North Edgewood School was no longer meeting needs and
also, apparently, because it needed extensive remodeling, plans were made to provide
School District 43 with a new school. In 1918, District 43 purchased land from Puget
Sound Power and Light Company at the corner of Neal Road and the old Milton Road,
now S. 359™ St. and 16" Avenue S., for the building of a new school.® The Harding
School, located at 35905 16™ Avenue S., was built in 1920.° It still stands in its original
location. The outside retains much of its original appearance, but the inside has been
almost completely remodeled. In 1922, the school was named Harding School in honor
of the late president Warren G. Harding.®” In 1991, the main building and outbuildings
complex occupied 2.77 acres of land.®®

Architecture

The Colonial Revival building is in good condition and retains many of its original
architectural elements and integrity of location and setting. The interior has been
completely remodeled for use as a church, with a church hall and offices on the first floor
and a sanctuary in the basement.”

The Harding School is a well-preserved example of Colonial Revival architecture,
exhibiting the centered gable subtype of this style. During the first half of the twentieth
century, Colonial Revival was the dominant style for domestic buildings throughout King
Count%. In the case of Harding School, the center gable actually intersects with the cross
gable.

In 1991, Day described the schoolhouse building architecture as follows:

The schoolhouse is a large T-shaped two-story wood-frame building capped
with a low-pitched intersecting gable roof. The foundation is poured concrete
and there is a full basement. The building is sheathed in horizontal shiplap
siding with decorative corner pilasters capped with modest capitals. Gable

% Hagen, p. A3.

% Day, section 7, p. 1.

% Day, section 6, p. 1. Day indicates she obtained the date of construction from tax assessor records and
newspaper accounts.

%7 Day, section 7, p. 1.

% Day, section 8, p. 1.

% Day, section 6, p. 1.

" Day, section 7, p. 2.
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returns and a cornice further carry out the classical theme. The building is
oriented to the east with the primary fagade the gable end. A secondary entry
is located in the basement on the south elevation. There are small palladian
windows in the south and north gables and a modified palladian window in
the east gable with a segmented center arch. Large double-hung windows
provide ample light to the interior and are executed in a variety of pane
configurations: eight-over-one, six-over-six, and three-over-three. The
primary entrance is flanked by pairs of two double-hung sash windows
divided by mullions. They retain the original six-over-six configuration.
Small six-lighted windows on either side of the primary projecting gable
volume have been changed to an elongated six-over-one configuration.

All the windows have a strip of decorative molding under the sills. There
are two sets of five six-paneled ribboned basement windows near ground
level on the west elevation. Other basement windows have been boarded
over. Molded vinyl shutters have been added to sash windows. Front double
doors and all other doors are solid plane and not original. A large carport
has been added on the north elevation. It has a low-pitched gable roof with
decorative corner brackets that were either moved from or duplicated the
brackets from the original front porch hood. The hood over the main
entrance is not original.”!

In 1991, Day wrote concerning the grounds and outer buildings:

In addition to the schoolhouse there are two other buildings on the 2.77-acre
lot: a 25” by 29’ frame and wood-sided building (teacherage) to the

northwest of the schoolhouse and a 15’ by 20’ frame and wood-sided building
(pump house) to the west. The surrounding area is a mix of residential and
agricultural uses with open hay fields to the south and single-family residences
across the street to the north and east and adjacent to the west and a large
apartment complex to the northeast. An unpaved drive enters the property from
the north near the northwest corner. It passes along the front of the school and
leads to a gravel parking area on the south side of the building.”

Northwest of the schoolhouse is a small bungalow style building about
15° by 20’ with front and back covered porches. This building was originally
built as the teacher’s cottage or teacherage. A steeple has been added to the
east end over the main entrance. There are small porches at the main entrance
on the east elevation and at the secondary entrance on the west elevation. The
present porch hoods and railings are not original. This now houses the Sunday
school classrooms for the church.

The west end, behind the schoolhouse, is the old pump house. It is a small
12’ by 18’ frame building still retaining some of its simple design elements:
horizontal siding cornice trim, corner boards and Colonial Revival roof lines
and returns. The original door and windows have been boarded up. There are
no windows on the building now and a garage door has been added in the

! Day, section 6, pp. 1,2.
2 Day, section 6, p. 1.
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south elevation.

The setting for Harding School retains a very rural feeling. The lot is open
and meadow like with scattered trees and some shrubs and flowering bushes
near the buildings. A small vegetable garden has been planted next to the
Sunday school.”

Teachers, Students, Schedules

Anne Calavan, who had previously taught at North Edgewood School, taught at Harding
for essentially its entire existence as a school.”

In 1976, at the age of 83, Mrs. Calavan attended a Poverty Bay Historical Society
Meeting and answered questions provided by some of her former students.” According
to Anne Calavan, one of the most delightful features of the new school was a drinking
fountain in the entrance foyer. The new Harding School was a modern, two-classroom
frame building with a basement, library, kitchen facilities and restrooms. There were
large sliding doors between the two classrooms that could be opened to make one big
room. The eighth grade girls took turns cooking a hot lunch one day a week under the
supervision of Mrs. Calavan.’® The water came from an artesian well on the property.’’

It had all the modern conveniences including faucets that worked,
bathrooms off the classrooms, and electric lights.

It was really quite nice.... It even had a downstairs stage for
community activities. All the citizens used it freely.”®

The school also had a cottage for the teacher to live in, a “teacherage,” that later
became the home of the school district’s first bus driver.””

Wade Calavan and Helen Johnson also taught at Harding School.*

A photo taken in about 1923 shows the entire staff and student body of Harding
School. There are two teachers, Wade Calavan and Anna Calavan. There are 52 students
shown, with only some named: Ester Debolt, Ruth Stacey, Minnie Moore, Doris Jerstad,
Hannes Sutherland, Edith Clinkingbeard, Ruth Duncan, Lawrence Nelson, Violet Strom,
Kenneth Stacey, Bruno Gentilli, Arthur Jerstad, Don Kirchener, Ruby Moore, Wadene
Calavan (possibly the daughter of Anna and Wade Calavan), Sue Olsen, Agnes Olsen,
Mildred Sutherland, Ruth Clinkingbeard, Bill Clinkingbeard, Harold O’Connor, Billy
Wisherman, Charlotte Kirchener, Ernest Nelson and Lloyd Nelson.®!

73 Day, section 6, p.2.

™ Comment by Mrs Calavan’s daughter Elva Mae Snow, in Reed letter to Ms. Becky Day, p. 2.

> Typed transcript of 1976 Poverty Bay Historical Society Meeting with Anne Calavan, North Edgewood
School Teacher, 1976, no month or day listed, 6 pages, in the files of the Historical Society of Federal
Way, W0001-76.

7% Day, section 7, p. 1.

" Calavan, 1976, p. 2.

¥ Hagen, p. A3.

” Day, section 7, p. 1.

% Day, section 7, p. 2.

81 «“Good 0Old Golden Rule Days,” Newspaper photo with paper not known, date not known but probably
around 1968 based on article on back side, page not known, in the files of the HSFW.
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A photo taken in 1927 shows the entire eighth grade graduating class from Harding
School. It pictures seven students, six girls and one boy.™

Mrs. Calavan told Ilene Marckx that Wade Calavan went back to night school at the
University of Puget Sound to get more education as he intended to follow education as a
career. The Sumner School District called him to be principal in the grade school so he
did this while Mrs. Calavan stayed at Harding School. He did such a good job in his days
as a grade school principal in Sumner that when that school was replaced it was named
for him, the Wade Calavan School.®

Closure of Harding School

When five local school districts closed in 1929, with the consolidation into School
District 210, Harding School was closed. Day states that even after the Harding School
became part of School District 210 in 1929, Harding School continued to operate through
the 1930s and early 1940s with Mrs. Calavan as the teacher.** This comment by Day
would not seem to be valid as all other information indicates that all the area schools
were closed with the consolidation and classes moved to Federal Way Elementary
School.

However, there is evidence that Harding School may have been used temporarily as a
school during the Second World War. During the Second World War, it appears the old
Steel Lake School was reopened temporarily, probably during 1943 and 1944 for use as a
school again.*> Another source would appear to support this statement not only for Steel
Lake School but also for Harding School and Star Lake School.*® The student population
in School District 210 grew from 726 students in 1941to 994 in 1942 and 1,103 in 1943.*’
This sudden growth would have caused a need for more classroom space on short notice.
It is not known just how extensively or how the three old schools were used during the
Second World War.

Use of Harding School After School Closure

The Harding School underwent some remodeling in 1936. The Works Projects
Administration (W. P. A.) was using the Harding School as an office for the many
projects it had going on in the area. The School board was willing to transfer some of the
lumber from the demolition of the Redondo School for this remodeling but there was
concern about the legality of this transfer.*®

Schoolhouses were often used for community activities. The Harding Improvement
Club met at the Harding School for many years. This club later became the Lakeland

82 “Graduating Class, 8" grade, on the steps of Harding School, Edgewood School Dist. #42 of King
County, C-102 Schools,” Photo, in the files of the HSFW.

% Typed note Anna Calavan to Ilene Marckx, signed as Anna Calavan to Ilene Marckx but it appears Ilene
Marckx hand wrote the signature block (?),No title, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

% Day, section 7, p. 2.

% «Federal Way Schools Growing; New Build Soon Required, Federal Way News, May 4, 1955, p. 1.

8 «Federal Way History, FW1, Draft 2”, p.6, in the files of the HSFW.

%7 “Federal Way School Population,” Source King County Superintendent of Schools, Federal Way Review,
November 5, 1954, p. 12, in the files of the HSFW.

% Minutes of the regular meeting of the Federal Way School Board, October 10, 1936, p. 1.
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Community Club and, in 1952, the club purchased the old school and grounds for $3,000
for use as its clubhouse. The club later moved to larger facilities and became the
Brooklake Community Club. The club sold the schoolhouse property to Clarence Barker
in 1967 for $14,000. Barker remodeled the main floor of the school into a private
residence. In 1975, the Unity Church of Christianity purchased Harding School. The
church remodeled the interior of all the buildings, but maintained the architectural
integrity of the exteriors.*

Attempt to Make Harding School a Historical Landmark

In 1991, the Historical Society of Federal Way began the process of making Harding
School a county historic landmark. Historical Society president, Shirley Charnell, who
had spent part of second grade at the school, said her group decided to push for landmark
status after learning that the owner, Unity Church, had plans to expand and change the
outer configuration of the main building. There was also concern that new owners might
tear the building down.”

Church members were nervous about the proposed landmarking procedure, as they
feared it would complicate their plans to double the building’s size to make room for a
growing congregation. The Rev. Carl Stouffer, pastor of the congregation that had
purchased the building ten years before, indicated the church had been undergoing rapid
growth in the past year. He stated,

No one can tell us what’s involved in (the landmark process) ...

Our church has a clear role in the Federal Way community and
that is to expand the teaching. At some point it will be absolutely
imperative for us to add to the building.”’

Stouffer indicated that those interested in preservation did not need to worry about the
congregation’s plans for remodeling, as designs for a new sanctuary would use the same
style and materials as the old schoolhouse. This decision had been made long before the
historical society became involved. Besides, many years before, a carport had been added
and stained glass around the doorway removed after the county had ordered a fire door be
installed.”

In June 1991, Rebecca Day, Cultural Resource Specialist for the King County
Preservation Office, put together a detailed King County Landmark Registration Form as
a step in making the Harding School a King County Historic Landmark.”® She
emphasized that Harding School was a perfect example of the Colonial Revival
architecture of the early 1900s especially as it was used for schoolhouses. Harding School
has a definite domestic appearance to its design and scale.

% Day, section 7, p. 2.

% Elizabeth Moore, “Landmark to some is headache to others,” Tacoma News Tribune, exact date not
known, 1991, p. B1.

I Moore, p. BI.

2 Moore, p. BI.

% Rebecca Day, Cultural Resource Specialist, King County Landmarks Registration Form, Harding School,
King County Historical Preservation Office, June 25, 1991, 9 pages.
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While nationally the more popular style for educational buildings centered
around Late Gothic Revival and brick and stone were used for building
materials, small rural schools in King County and across Washington were
mostly simple frame buildings and only occasionally brick, as funds
permitted and the century progressed.

The Colonial Revival style had its origins in a renewed awareness of
national heritage and interest in colonial architecture inspired by the
Centennial of 1876. Architects studied original Georgian and Adam
buildings throughout New England and renowned architects McKim,
Mead, White and Bigelow took a widely publicized tour of New England
in 1877. Their designs for landmark homes in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island started a trend that would continue for the next 75 years. While
early examples of Colonial Revival were rather free interpretations of
the earlier style, after the turn of the century there was a shift to more
carefully researched copies and a marked advance in architectural
scholarship. The epitome of this interest in historic accuracy is the
restoration of Williamsburg, Virginia, that was begun in 1927.

The growing popularity of the Colonial Revival style was due in
part to improved methods of distributing information. Better methods
and photographic reproduction made “The American Architect and
Building News”, and later the, “White Pine Series of Architectural
Monographs” and other publications more readily available. Now the
details and proportions of the style were more widely understood and
Colonial Revival construction between 1915 and 1935 more closely
resembled early colonial buildings that did earlier designs of the revival
period.

The simple execution of the Colonial Revival style in Harding School
reflects a popular style of the time and the simple utilitarian form of a
country school....”

In 1991, the Landmarks Commission of the King County Cultural Resources Division
of the Parks, Planning and Resources Department began the process of designating
Harding School a King County Landmark. The Landmarks Commission made a positive
preliminary determination of significance on July 18, 1991. The reason given for
significance was that all the exterior features of the schoolhouse were preserved. The
outer appearance was called “a rare example of an early 20" century schoolhouse in the
Federal Way Planning Area and a good example of Colonial Revival style architecture
articulated in a rural county schoolhouse.”> A preliminary hearing was held on August
18, 1991 in the Executive Conference Room in the King County Courthouse, Seattle to

% Day, section 7, pp. 2, 3.

% Notice of Preliminary Determination and Public Hearing, July 22, 1991, pp 1, 2, attachment to Letter by
Julie Koler, Historic Preservation Officer, King County Cultural Resources Division of the Parks, Planning
and Resources Department to Reverend Carl Stouffer, Unity Church of Christianity, 35905 126™ Avenue
South, Federal Way, WA, RE: Harding School, July 22, 1991, in the files of the HSFW.
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determine the next steps.”® Federal Way did not have a Heritage Preservation Joint
Agreement with the county to make landmarks inside the city limits part of the program
operated by the county.”” [Federal Way still does not have a Heritage Preservation
Interagency Agreement with the county landmarks commission, so there are still no
county landmarks within city limits.] It was determined that as the property lies within
the corporate limits of the City of Federal Way, provisions outlined in KCC Chapter
20.62 are not applicable since the county and city do not have the required interagency
agreement. Nothing further came of this endeavor.

Adelaide School District 55

Early Beach Development

During the period from 1880 to 1900 there were almost no roads into what is now Federal
Way. What passed for roads could handle only a two-wheeled cart or a sled. The
Adelaide-Buenna-Redondo area was, in the late 1880s to early 1900s, a major entry into
the Federal Way area from the outside because of Poverty Bay and the easy access by
water. Some of the first schools were, therefore, in this area. The Seattle-Tacoma
Interurban, started in 1902, revitalized the west side community of the Federal Way area
but had little effect on the Puget Sound side. A regularly scheduled fleet of small boats,
called the mosquito fleet, served the eastern shore of Puget Sound providing reasonably
good communication and transportation for both freight and people.”

French’s Lake School

Ilene Marckx believed that French’s Lake School, built in the mid 1880s, was the oldest
in the area.”” Philip French operated a lumber mill on what was originally called French
Lake.Ppossibly involved with this early school construction was Lamar Cheadle, an early
settler, possibly the first at Dumas Bay.100 French Lake is now known as Mirror Lake.
There still is a French Lake Park in Federal Way, but it is located a few blocks east of the
lake.

It seems likely that “French’s Lake School” was the oldest school in the
entire area, dating back to the middle 1880s.The little school up in the

% Letter by Julie Koler. July 22, 1991.

" Moore, p. B2.

% Ilene Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” Federal Way News
Advertiser, February 2, 1962, p. 2. The research for this article appears to have been collected on twenty-
two typed and handwritten five by eight index cards. These cards contain most of the material used in the
article plus much that was not used. Mrs. Marckx interviewed many of the early students of Buenna School
and the article and the index cards should be considered an excellent source for Adelaide School District
No. 55.These cards were apparently written by Ilene Marckx but are now stamped with the name Marie
Stowe Reed, probably because they ended up in her files. These are available in the files of the HSFW.
Also in the files of the HSFW is the typed draft copy of the article that was eventually printed.

% Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

1% 'Marie Reed], handwritten draft of letter to King County Historic Preservation Commission, no date, p.
1, in the files of the HSFW.
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woods was centrally located between the home of the Charles Phillips
family and other homes on the beach and the home of the Philip French
family at the north end of what is now Mirror Lake.

Ray Rodgers Sr., while too young to then have attended it, recalls
standing in the structure when much of its floor had been removed to
build the Adelaide Beach School. Laura Phillips Schumann, born in
1880, recalls having attended “French’s” school in her first year of school.

Indications are that one or two of the oldest children from the Phillips,
Elliot, Hanchett, Haagen, Barker and French families may have been
students there.'"!

It was located in a small cabin up in the woods.

Mabel Alexander, a local pioneer, would later recall that the school
would be in session about three months at a time, or as long as parents
could afford books for the children. The first teachers name was a Mr.
Olson'"” and he was paid $25 per month.'”

It should be noted that, while $25.00 per month sounds like pretty good money for the
time, the contracts for the early schools between the 1880s and early 1900s were usually
for three months and often there were only one, two or three of these cycles per year
leaving the teacher with several months of no pay. Often school districts could not raise
the contracted amount and teachers ended up being paid in farm products, meals, or
boarding.

Formation of Adelaide School District

School District 55, Adelaide, was formed on February 12, 1887.1% Occasionally, this
school district is referred to as the Buenna District. Ray Rogers told Ilene Marckx that the
first directors were Theophilus Elliot, H. Hanchet and L. F. Rogers. Later there were
yearly changes. For example, Bickers replaced Hanchett.'”®

Adelaide Beach School

A “little school” usually referred to as the Adelaide Beach School was built on the
property of Theo Elliot on Poverty Bay in about 1887. The school was probably just a

1" Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

192 Mr. Olson is spelled Olsen in some references. I have tried to be consistent and always used Olson for
this person. Other people unrelated to him apparently had the last name spelled Olsen so I have left that as
Olsen.

1% public Service Section, 20 pages, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” July 1, 1991,
28 pages, in the files of the HSFW. There is no author listed but it appears this was a manuscript being
prepared by members of the HSFW and Jack R. Evans, SCW Publications, 1011 Boren Avenue #155,
Seattle Wa 98104. The draft used here was being reviewed by members of the HSFW under the direction of
Shirley Charnell and Marry Kay Barry. In essence, it represents 48 pages of a book about Federal Way that
was never developed beyond the draft stage.

1% Outline history of the Organization of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2.

105 Tlene Marckx, Directors, #55, 5x8 typed index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

24



School History of the Federal Way Area
May 28, 2008

cabin. Most of the students came from around the small hamlet developing around
Adelaide Beach.'*

In a collection of notes [this one is typed — DC] used to write her published newspaper
article,'”” Ilene Marckx had material from an unnamed person [although it appears from a
handwritten comment, that it was Bob Kelsey] whom she had evidently interviewed. Bob
Kelsey appeared in her article as one of the first students. Because of the flavor the notes
present about going to school at Adelaide School, I have included the entire series of
notes relating to Adelaide School. Kelsey speculates,

To the writer it seems that the Adelaide School was built about 1887
(I may — and doubtless am — wrong) - a small frame structure I envision
as being of 1x12 boards (unsurfaced), perhaps with battens over the wall
cracks. It was one-room of course, and was situated at the beach at the
foot of the road running southward alongside the “Doc” Oliver property.

Facilities and conveniences were slight (except the physical
convenience to and from our little “hamlet” of five houses (occupants
of which — as concerned pupils- walked to it along the shore) maybe
we didn’t go in periods of extreme high tides and strong winds from
the North ----- I do not recall in this regard, but I do remember that,
due to topography, fences and other factors, there was no crossing of
property lines save between the Haagen and the Kelsey homes). [Note:
The double sets of parenthesis are in original.]

.... [Outside of the school there were no structures, i.e. outhouses
of the type in which Chick Sale later specialized,'” and the only means
for pupils and teachers to achieve a measure of privacy for the performance
of certain requisite functions was to repair to the nearby woods.

The teacher at that first school attended by the writer was James A.
Cathcart, then a young man who passed away in Seattle in recent years
[this was written in 1958] after quite long service as Circulation Manager
of the Post-Intelligencer and then many years in the insurance business in
Seattle. The writer phoned Mr. Cathcart a decade or so ago. I was not
remembered as one of Mr. Cathcart’s pupils, but he well-remembered his
experience in teaching at the Adelaide school [sic] and said he never had in
later years known just where it was located. I said I could show him the site,
but we made no definite appointment and thus regrettably the situation
ended with Mr. Cathcart never learning anew where he had reigned at a
blackboard in trying to plant a trifle of knowledge into a group of children
under somewhat primitive conditions.

108
]

1% Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

"7 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

"% The document available for use is a copy which was blurred in the copy machine so it is difficult to read
so I have inserted what I think it said — DC.

19 Charles (Chic) Sale, The Specialist, (St. Louis: Specialist Publishing Company, 1929), pp. 1 — 30. Chic
Sale wrote this book as a tongue and cheek version of the development of the commercial outhouse. He
describes himself on the title page as “America’s great rural character actor.” Apparently the name Chic
Sale became associated with outhouse design either because of this book or because he may have actually
been involved with aspects of the design.
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Perhaps, oddly enough, I am not certain as to the number or names of
those early-day pupils, with two exceptions — aside from the writer, but I
believe they included children from the Charles Phillips, the Elliott, the
Hanchett and possibly the Haagen households.

I do recall [some of rest of line is not readable] seatmate, because she
would pinch me lustily in school (perhaps to test my stoacism [sic] ---
and I withstood all temptation to let Mr. Cathcart know) and I recall
definitely Glenn Hanchett, because he often threw stones at me on our
ways [sic] home (but who won my regard a few years later when he
responded to my cries for aid when I had an awkward and quite injurious fall.)

But I feel quite confident the other pupils included Bill, George, and Ed
[Ed is handwritten in] and Bessie Phillips ... Izzy, Lyda and John Elliot,
perhaps Andrew Haagen — and maybe his sister Mary — and Glenn Hanchett
(as I have said). It may be that Glenn’s sister (Ethel?) also was a pupil. |
think that as the oldest of the Elliott youngsters, Myda or Mida, was
possibly past the elementary school age back in 1891.

The Phillips youngsters were far the most remote to attend. Their
only means of travel was along the beach (and not this at extremely high
tide) or by a trail through the woods. Survivors would know, and I was told
recently that Laura and Bessie (I of course don’t know their last names now) —
reside at Star Lake.''’

In Ilene Markckx’s published article she listed the following as the early students,

The first teacher was James A. Cathcart, who was succeeded by Miss Lathrop.
Attending were Ray and Will Rogers, Gerald Bucey, Will, George, Ed and
Laura Phillips, Isreal Elliot, John, Lyda and Midal Elliot, Bob Kelsey and
Andrew and Mary Haagen.""'

It is interesting that students from the French family mentioned in the section on
French’s Lake School are not mention as having attended the Adelaide Beach School
which was in the same area and only a year or two later.

The only means of travel to school was along the beach, and at high tide, a rough trail
through the woods was a doubtful alternative from Redondo to Adelaide.'"*

This school was abandoned in 1890, when Buenna School was built on what is now
296" Street Southwest.'"? [See the discussion below about when Buenna School opened
that implies Adelaide Beach School may have operated until 1893 or 1894.]

A July 16, 1887 list of students for King County shows District 55 to have 40
students. [I am not sure what classified one as a student — actually going to school or just
being of school age.] This provided District 55 with $27.98 as its share of King County’s
school district funds. Each school district in King County received about $0.70 per

"% Tlene Marckx, Notes from interview with Bob Kelsey in 1958, four unnumbered, typed, double spaced
pages, in file marked Marie [Reed] and Ilene’s [Marckx] Notes, in the files of the HSFW.. This file
contains approximately 100 unnumbered pages of notes that were to be used to write a book about Federal
Way area history. Only the pages pertaining to Adelaide School were used here.

"' Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

"2 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

'3 Butts, p. 22 and Marckx, p. 2.
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student in this allocation.'™* In addition, funds were transferred to School District 55 from
two other school districts in King County. On July 16, 1887 the sum of $49.06 was
transferred from School District 3 to School District 55. This was determined based on a
11/113 ratio of $504.01. On July 16, 1887 the sum of $35.43 was transferred from School
District 11 to School Distinct 55. This was determined based on a 29/115 ratio of
$140.54. The total received by School District 55 for its opening in 1887 was therefore
$112.47 to provide operating funds for the new School District 55."'> My assumption is
that School District 55 was formed from areas previously covered by School Districts 3
and 11 although they had no schools in the area. I assume that the County grants were for
the year.

School commenced in District 55 on June 17, 1887. " [Since this seems a strange
time of year for school to start the June 17, 1887 date may refer to when District 55 was
completely in place legally. As described under the section, Formation of Adelaide
School District, it was formed on February 12, 1887.This might mean when it was first
proposed. There seems to be some inconsistency in this information.] In 1887, School
District 55, with 40 students, was the eighteenth largest in King County.'"”

116

Buenna School

Buenna School Built and Opened

When School District 55 was first approved in 1887, the School board asked for a
donation of land. “Doc” Oliver donated land for a school to be built. At this time the
proposed school was to be called Adelaide School. Mr. Oliver is credited with naming
Adelaide Beach after his sister. He apparently was a doctor although he had only a
limited practice. He did deliver Wills, a stepsister to Mr. Kelsey, the source of this
information.''®

The Buenna School began about 1892-1893.'" An interview Ilene Marckx had with
Ray Rogers, who attended the first year of Buenna School, indicated the school opened in
1893 or 1894."%° [If this is true and the 1890 date cited above for the abandonment of
Adelaide School is correct then there would be a year or two with no school. Probably all
that can be said is that Adelaide School closed and Buenna School opened in the period
around 1890-1894.] It was built on property donated by Henry Bucey. It was in the town
site owned jointly by Bucey and L. F. Rogers.'?' The location was at Fifth Avenue

"% Listing of funds received by the 55 school districts in King County for 1887.

115 Record of transactions, signed Isaac P. Rich, King County School Superintendent, July 16, 1887, in the
Daily Record King County School Superintendent 1874-1892, p 83, in the files of the HSFW.

' Record of transactions, signed Isaac P. Rich.

"7 Listing of funds received by the 55 school districts in King County for 1887.

'8 Mr. Kelsey (the first name is not known), Federal Way Oral History Guide, A Preliminary Document to
the Federal Way Historical Society’s “A Federal Way History,” p. 5, 1962, in the files of the HSFW.

' Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

120 T1lene Marckx, “Pupils, Buenna School,” typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

12! Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

27



School History of the Federal Way Area
May 28, 2008

between Ash and Oak Street (now Southwest 296™ St. and between 9™ Avenue SW and
10™ Avenue SW.)'*

Lumber for the school was cut at Steel Lake in the mill of the Johnson and Carlson
Brothers. The lumber was hauled down what became known on the maps as Barker Road.
This road still takes off from what is now S. 312" St. and 5™ Way S. This road traveled
about two miles before dropping into the Redondo-Buenna Beach area.'?

The contract for the school was for $5,400. Theophilus Elliot, H. Hanchett and L. F.
Rodgers were the school directors.'**

Buenna was then riding on a wave of real estate optimism so it was expected the
student population would grow rapidly. It was expected that the Seattle-Tacoma
Interurban Railroad would follow a route along the coast and the size of the school
reflected this optimism.'** [Unfortunately for Buenna the Interurban was built several
miles inland.] The school was built with two large rooms on the first floor, two on the
second, a large basement and several cloak rooms and closets.'*® Marckx’s original notes,
used to write the article, indicate there were three rooms on the first floor and the same on
the top floor."*” The first floor and the basement were the only rooms ever used. (This
lack of use led some to predict, in 1929, when Federal Way School was built, that it
would have empty rooms.)'*® In Ilene Marckx’s research notes she indicated that the
whole upper floor had been condemned and was limited to only a few persons at a time.
Apparently the building had been built too heavy for its foundations.'*’

Students

In its first year, the Buenna School is said to have had as large an enrollment as it ever
had. Ilene Marckx interviewed Ray Rogers who provided a list of the first year class.

Included among its [first year] pupils were Will and Ray Rogers, John, George,
Izzy, Lyda and Mida Elliot, Gerald and Harold Bucey, Elmer Lord, Glen
Hanchett, Robert Kelsey, Ed, George, Bessie, Laura and Will Phillips,

Mpytrice, May and Claude Barker, Andrew and Mary Haagen, Fred
Fredrickson, Frank Emmons, Carl and John Unbedacht, and possibly the
Larsons."*"

122 “The Buenna School, 1892-1929,” map of Buenna area and Henry Bucey Road, 1915, one of several
items on a three foot x four foot panel prepared by members of HSFW around 1990.

12 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

124 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

125 [lene Marckx, Optimism, #55, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

126 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

127 [lene Marckx, Buenna School uses, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

128 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

12 Tlene Marckx, “Schools, Dist. 55, Mollie Todd,” typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the
HSFW. Mollie Todd appears to be the source for this information.

1 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2. On a reference index
card Ilene Marckx indicates she got the list of students from an interview with Ray Rogers. The index card
is, [lene Marckx, “Pupils, Buenna Schools,” typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.
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Teachers and Classes

Grade school classes occupied one room downstairs with other rooms being used
periodically for high school work."*' The school, at one time or another, operated grades
from kindergarten through high school. Classes were not based on grade levels as such.
The school year had two parts to the year, A and B. Some subjects were taught ahead of
the ordinary level so that the 8Bs had algebra.'*

Early residents remembered Frank Shaughnessy, the first and best-known teacher as,

... an unusual teacher. A Scotsman of the old school, by combined sternness
with a dynamic way of presenting any subject. Many recall his carrying a
ruler and whacking anybody who got out of line. At the same time he “had

a way of making school work interesting,” and , when he moved to the

Des Moines school, one parent promptly moved his child to Des Moines.

He later settled in Auburn as a businessman.'*®

Ray Rogers told Ilene Marckx that Frank W. Shaughnessy taught only one term before
moving to the Des Moines School."** Another unidentified source told Ilene Marckx that
Frank Shaughnessy taught two or three terms. This source also indicated he boarded with
Mrs. L. F. Rogers.135

Hattie Dolloff was signed on as a teacher from August 11, 1895 to June 19, 1896 an
unusual nine-month term. All the following teachers were hired for three-month terms
which could be renewed. E. W. Reed appears, on official records, as a teacher from
January 8, 1997 to July 1897. C. A. Morrill is listed for August 11, 1897 to March 1898,
Susie L. Lister October 3, 1898 to March 24, 1899 and Joy L. Massey from September 7,
1900 to December 3, 1900. This pattern of new teachers once a year continued at least
through 1904. Each of the previously named teachers was paid $40.00 per month. District
55 started paying $50.00 per month in 1904."%° This listing of teachers would imply there
was only one teacher at least through 1904.

Weston Betts started at Buenna School in 1900 and attended the first through ninth
grades there. He remembers only two teachers being at the school during this time. Miss
Nelson taught the first through fourth grades. She was from Nebraska. Miss Amanda
Whiting taught the fifth through ninth grades.'*’ Miss Whiting lived with the Buceys.'*®

Other early teachers were Mida Elliott, E. W. Reid, Joy Massey, Ida Gray,

1 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

132 Tlene Marckx, Buenna School uses, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

13 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

34 Ilene Marckx, Information provided by Ray Rogers, #55, Teachers, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the
files of the HSFW.

1% Tlene Marckx, #55, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

13¢ Register of School Teachers for District Number 55, King County Superintendent of Common Schools
Records. Volume 1, date based on last entry September 6, 1904, p. 58.

57 Tlene Marckx, W. Betts, #55, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW. Amanda Whiting
seems to be referred to as Philinda Whiting elsewhere.

138 1lene Marckx, Bertha Todd Hoflmeister, 1913-1914, Buenna School, Curriculum, #55, typed 5x8 index
card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.
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Hattie Dolloff, Daisie McClatchie, Grace Christie, Edith King and Miss
Neil. Of all these teachers, the one who is remembered best by most people
is Miss Philinda Whiting, who taught the longest. Miss Whiting went far
out of her way to help many young people get as much schooling as possible
under considerable difficulty.'*’

Ray Rogers also indicated that E. W. Reid taught in 1897-1898, C. A. Morrill taught
in 1897 and possibly later. Other teachers he remembered were Mida G. Elliott, Joy L.
Massey, Ida M. Gray, Hattie Dolloff, Daisy McClatchie and Grace Christie. He indicates
the salary was $50, but does not specify further exactly what this means.'*

The second teacher, Professor Morrill, had a large family. He taught Latin and
algebra.'"!

Daisie McClatchie taught at Buenna School in 1907.

Two teachers had grown up and lived in the community before becoming teachers:
Edith King and Lyda Elliott.'®*

Ray Rogers told Ilene Marckx, in 1958, that the terms were six months long and
grades were issued once a month for each subject.'**

Mollie Todd, who was a student at Buenna starting in 1914 and attended the sixth,
seventh and eighth grade under Miss Philinda Whiting, provided the following
information to Ilene Marckx. The Superintendent of Schools strictly checked the
curriculum. “It was almost a case of having to be on page so and so by the 1* of
November and on another page by the 1* of December.” State examinations were
required in all subjects. Physiology and geography could be taken at the end of the
seventh grade and if you passed, they could be eliminated from further study. Other
subjects had to be taken at the end of the eighth grade. Considerable pressure weighed
upon any teacher and a few teachers succumbed to the temptation to peek at the questions
which came a few days early with the teacher taking an oath he would not open them
until exam time. Even with extra coaching that followed, a passing grade did not always
happen. “Buenna teachers, however, were of a uniformly high character.”'*

Buenna School was regarded as better than other local schools, such as Steel Lake
School, since it offered a broader and tougher curriculum.'*

Buenna School had the usual plumbing of the day — a water pail with a dipper
nearby.'*” [Nothing is known about toilet facilities.]

A sclzzl‘lgool nurse came around at long intervals and made rigorous inspections of the
pupils.

142

1% Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

140 Tlene Marckx, Information provided by Ray Rogers, #55, Teachers, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the
files of the HSFW.

4 Tlene Marckx, #55, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

12 Tlene Marckx, Families (Names), hand written 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

'3 Tlene Marckx, #55, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW. This may or may not be the
same as Mida Elliot mentioned above.

' Tlene Marckx, Buenna School, #55, typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

' Jlene Marckx, Information provided by Mollie Todd, Schools, Dist. 55, Mollie Todd, typed 5x8 index
card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

146 Tlene Marckx, Buenna School, #55, typed 4x6 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

17 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

18 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.
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High School

The district seems to have tried desperately to establish a high school, as transportation to
other schools remained very difficult. Accreditation required at least two terms of a four-
year high school course. Since families were inclined to remove their older children from
school it is possible that there were never more than two years of high school offered.'*’

Two notable periods stand out, however, one when C. A. “Professor”
Merrill taught high school subjects, and the second when Scott I. Wallace
taught the high school from 1915 and after.

Wallace, a retired minister, taught manual training, French, Latin,
algebra and other subjects, and left a strong imprint on his scholars. The
cause of secondary education at Buenna was lost after he left, and it was
never attempted again.'*

Bertha Todd Hofmeister told Ilene Marckx that she had one year of high school in
Seattle but it was too hard to get back and forth or to board there and so she could not go
on further. Miss Whiting then gave her special high school work at Buenna in return for
Hofmeister helping with teaching the younger students. Apparently this was around
1913-1914.""

Weston Betts told Ilene Marckx that,

Miss Whiting asked what three of us boys would do when we graduated
from the 8™ grade — Lorenzo “Red” Crowell, Paul Betts, my second cousin,
and [myself] Weston Betts —and she said [she] would teach the ninth grade
in acllgition to the other grades if we would stay in school — 1909 — so she
did.

Final Years of Buenna School

As was common with all the early schools, Buenna was the center of all the local
community activities. Community elections took place there. Thanksgiving dinners were
shared in its basement. It was the scene of almost all religious observances in the
community, occasional non-denominational church services and regular Sunday School
classes.'” Glen Bandy was Sunday School Superintendent for a time and Irene [Bandy?]

149 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

"**Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

! Tlene Marckx, Bertha Todd Hoflmeister, 1913-1914, Buenna School, Curriculum, #55, typed 5x8 index
card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

12 Tlene Marckx, Notes from interview with Weston Bates, 1958, One paragraph single spaced on
unnumbered page, in file marked Marie [Reed] and Illene’s [Marckx] Notes, in the files of the HSFW. This
file contains approximately 100 pages of notes that were assembled to write a book about Federal Way area
history.

'3 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.
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also taught. Mr. Wallace, a schoolteacher and an ex-minister who had lost his voice
helped. Presbyterian material was used, at least at first.">*

It still took many years for an inland road worthy of the name to connect families
directly with Buenna School. Youngsters walked along the beach and then went up
through the woods on various established trails. One climbed the hills through Hall’s
Ranch, one went through the Rogers-Bucey property in Buenna on through what later
became the MacIntosh place and another, possibly the one spoken of as the “John
Adelaide Trail,” came up through Haagen’s property. Those who lived up on top of the
hill along what is now South 312™ Street came down the Barker Trail or went the other
direction to Steel Lake School.'”

Once Adelaide School District 55 consolidated into District 210, in 1929, the students
started using Federal Way School when it opened.

After Buenna was closed, it was left empty until funds could be raised to tear it down.
Around 1935, during the depression, the WPA tore down the building.'*® Bricks began to
disappear. At the September 23, 1936 District 210 School Board Meeting it was reported
that the bricks were being stolen. The board indicated they would “make every effort to
catch the thief.”">” In November 1936, the School board decided to sell the bricks at the
Buenna School site. The bricks would be sold to anyone who would do five days
carpenter work for the School District.'*® The large 36 to 40 foot long dimension timbers
used for floor joists were sold to Steve Gray, the former mayor of Puyallup.'> Much of
the lumber was used for bus garages at Federal Way School. Clay Smith bought the
leftover lumber for $160. A considerable part of the lumber was lost by pilferage when
the school was demolished.'®® The old bell that used to call students to Buenna School
was moved to Federal Way School. No one knows where the bell originated.'®' [No one
seems to know where this bell is now.]

154 Ilene Marckx, “Buenna School Use,” typed and pasted 4x6 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.
135 Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

1% Marckx, “ECHO OF THE PAST ... HISTORY OF BUENNA SCHOOLS,” p. 2.

157 Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, September 23, 1936, p. 1.

'8 Minutes of the regular meeting of the Federal Way School Board, November 18, 1936, p. 1.

1% Tlene Marckx, Information provided by Mollie Todd, Schools, Dist. 55, Mollie Todd, typed 5x8 index
card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.

1% Jlene Marckx, “Buenna School #55,” typed 5x8 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW. Betts is
indicated as the source of this information.

1 1t’s ‘GWINE [sic] RING AGAIN’ Place Found for old Buenna Bell,” Seattle Post Intelligencer,
December 19, 1935, p. not known. The date is handwritten on a copy of the newspaper article. The
newspaper article implies that Buenna School has just closed. Either the newspaper article is wrong about
Buenna School just closing, or the date is wrong, or Buenna School stayed open after consolidation into
District 210.
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St. George’s Indian School

Father Hylebos and Indian Education

Father Peter Hylebos played a major role in education in Tacoma and surrounding areas
from the 1880s until his death in 1918."°* Indians played a major role in the life of Father
Hylebos and he took a great interest in their welfare. So popular was he with them that
the Catholic Church put him on the Indian Commission of the Catholic Indian Bureau,
Washington, D.C. A dispute was going on between the United States government and the
Catholic bishops over the running of Indian schools. Father Hylebos was able to secure
an amicable settlement of differences between the U.S. government and the Catholic
bishops in charge of Indian schools around the country.'® Under President Cleveland,
Father Hylebos was named a commissioner to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Washington
D.C., going there to represent the Indians and their claims.'® Father Hylebos even took
the time to become a master of the Indian languages of the area.'®

Thomas Plorg organized the first school on the Muckleshoot Reservation in 1879. It
had 12 students.'®® There was also an Indian School located on the Puyallup Reservation
at about East 27™ Street near Portland Avenue in Tacoma. This institution operated by the
United States government opened in 1860, was expanded in 1873 and again in 1898.
Because Francis W. Cushman, a Republican congressman from Tacoma, fought to stave
off closure when plans were made several times to close the school, this school was
known as the Cushman School after 1927.'%

In 1888, the Catholics believed there was a great need for a school in addition to the
government school which was located on the Puyallup Reservation. The reservation
school provided facilities for only 80 Indian school age children. The Catholics believed
that training of a more religious nature was needed.'® Collins gives an excellent
discussion, summarizing Sicade’s manuscript, on the inefficiency under which the
Puyallup Reservation School operated. Depending on the constantly changing

12 An article on the life of Father Peter Hylebos, Father Hylebos, St George’s Indian School and Cemetery,
and St. Claire’s Mission Church, by Dick Caster, June 8, 2004 can be found at
http://www.federalwayhistory.org .

13 “HYLEBOS, Man Behind the Name,” Federal Way St. Teresa’s Parish News Letter, September 22,
1985, pp. 2, 3.

19 «Biography of the Rt. Rev. Father Hylebos V. G.,” The Tacoma Catholic Citizen, February 11, 1911, p.
1. It is mentioned in the article that much of the material in the article is taken from the Morning Ledger,
possibly a Tacoma paper of the time.

195 «Bjography of the Rt. Rev. Father Hylebos V. G.,” p. 1.

1 patricia Slettvet Noel, Muckleshoot Indian History (Auburn: Auburn School District No. 408, 1980,
revised 1985), p. 70.

17 Cary C. Collins, “Hard Lessons in America: Henry Sicade’s History of Puyallup Indian School, 1860 to
1920,” Columbia, The Magazine of Northwest History, Winter 2000-01, pp. 6, 7. Collins indicates he is
summarizing Henry Sicade’s original manuscript, which is housed in the Eells Collection, Special
Collections Division, at the Washington State Historical Society Research Center.

1 Henry Sicade, The Cushman Indian School, A Brief History (unknown publication source: 1927) p. 26,
and “The History of the Puyallup Indian Reservation,” a master,s thesis submitted by Elizabeth Shackleford
(Tacoma: College of Puget Sound, 1918). Shackleford is also apparently summarizing Sicade’s manuscript.
The 1927 date for Sicade’s book is written on the partial copy of Shackleford’s thesis in the files of the
HSFW.
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reprel:29entative of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the students got a good education or a poor
one.

Part of the difference between the Catholic Church and the United States government
concerning schools mentioned above, was based on the violent resistance of Plains Tribes
in the 1870s. This resistance had motivated President Grant to establish a “Peace Policy”
which served to quarantine Indians to the reservations. This policy had also put most of
the Indian Schools on the reservations under the control of Protestants.'’® The Puyallup
tribe had come under Roman Catholic influence in the 1840s, but under the Puyallup
Agency organized by the United States government they were supervised by
Protestants.'”!

Yet school training had become just at that time, more necessary than ever
before to the Indian, for it was in that very year that the Indians were first
given the right to vote. The temptations and responsibilities involved in the
exercise of this right were increased by the fact that the country was rapidly
filling up, and the Indians were being more and more brought into contact with
the white settlers, most frequently, unfortunately, with those of the lowest type.
Many people felt that training more religious in nature than the government
school could possibly give was needed to help the Indian overcome these
increasing temptations.'’

St. George’s Indian School Construction

Father Hylebos was one of those believing in the need for more Indian schools. He was
so convinced of the urgency of the need that in the summer of 1888, he made a trip east
to seek help and money for such an undertaking. By a fortunate chance he met Miss
Katherine Drexel, a wealthy Catholic woman of Torresdale, Pennsylvania, who offered to
finance an Indian school. He also secured a promise of government help.173 Father
Hylebos scored a victory by obtaining a total appropriation of $319,000 for support of
Catholic Indian schools around the country, some of which was used for St. George’s
School.'”

Upon his return, Father Hylebos at once set about making preparations for St. George’s
School. One hundred forty-two acres of land, only five or six of which had previously
been cleared, were purchased from a family of Catholics named O’Lally. The land was
deeded to the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions.'”® This land was just outside the
northern border of the reservation. (It is now just north of the Pierce County—King
County boundary and due east of Highway 99. It generally can be considered the same
area as the present Gethsemane Cemetery and the plateau just east of the present
cemetery. It is within the boundaries of Federal Way School District.)

1% Collins, pp. 7 —11.

' Alexandra Harmon, Indians in the Making (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998) p. 112.

"I Robert H. Ruby and John A. Brown, A4 Guide to the Indian Tribes of the Pacific Northwest (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1986) p. 168.

12 Sicade, p. 26.

'3 Sicade, p. 26.

174 Erna Beauce, “Why named Hylebos?,” Tacoma News Tribune, September 18, 1949, p. no. not known.
13 Sicade, pp. 26, 27.
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During August of 1888, a three-story frame structure was built on the property.'’ In

addition to the one large building, several smaller buildings were erected on the elevated
plateau on the land. The lumber for these buildings had to be brought from Tacoma. Over
much of the way there was no road.'”’

Opening of St. George’s Indian School

The official name for the school was St. George’s Industrial School, but it was normally
just referred to as St. George’s Indian School.'”

The first occupation was October 19, 1888, when the first teachers arrived. At this time
the buildings were complete except that the doors and windows were not in place and
since winter was coming on, blankets were hung over the openings. The school officially
opened on October 26, 1888.'7° With the start of school, “the first children were brought
to the school to receive the rudiments of a secular education and the germs of true
Christianity.”'®

There were six teachers available when the school opened.'®! Of these, four were
sisters of the Order of St. Francis. They arrived directly from the Mother House of their
order, Glen Riddle, near Philadelphia. The first superior was Sister Jerome.'** Two of
these died later at the school and were buried on the grounds (see the section relating to
St. George’s Cemetery). The other two, after serving for a few years, were transferred to
other schools of their order. One of the lay teachers was Miss Esther Stevenson. Miss
Drexel, as part of her contribution, sent Miss Stevensen. She taught into the 1920s.'%

The first superintendent of the school was the Reverend Charles DeDecker,'®* a young
Belgian priest. Charles DeDecker was born in St. Nicolas, Belgium. He started his studies
in St. Nicolas and finished his studies at the American College of Louvain. He was
ordained a priest in Ghent on June 19, 1886.'* Father Hylebos had met Father DeDecker
two to three years previously on a visit to the American College at Louvain, Belgium
where Father DeDecker was being educated. Father DeDecker promised to request he
would be sent to Washington when he received his final ordination.'® Father DeDecker
came to the Nisqually Diocese in 1886 and remained at Vancouver attending to missions
in the area and helping in the Cathedral until being appointed to St. George’s. Father De
Decker was appointed as Superintendent of St. George’s on September 28, 1888 by the

' Wilfred P. Schoenberg, A History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, (Washington DC:
The Patorial Press, 1987) p. 343. An excellent photo of this building with students and teachers standing in
front can be found in Wilfred P. Schoenberg, SJ, A Pictorial History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific
Northwest, (Portland: Knights of Columbus, 1996) p. 81.

7 Sicade, p. 27.

178 Schoenberg, 4 History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, p. 343.

17 Sicade, p. 27.

180 Reminiscences and Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, 11, 2 (February, 1898) p. 23
as quoted in Schoenberg, 4 History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, p. 344.

81 Sicade, p. 27.

'82 Schoenberg, 4 History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, p. 343.

' Sicade, p. 27.

'8 The spelling of DeDecker is found both as DeDecker and De Decker in different sources. The spelling
DeDecker is used in this paper.

185 Reminiscences and Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, p. 23.

1% Sicade, p. 27.
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Right Reverend Bishop Junger.'®” Father DeDecker supervised the school until the 1920s.
Father DeDecker also assumed responsibility for fourteen churches including those on
the Muckleshoot and Nisqually Reservations.'®

The instruction given at St. George’s School was modeled on that given in the
government school so that students could transfer from one to the other. Industrial
training was an important feature. The girls got domestic science training by doing the
necessary cleaning and housework around the school. In the early days, the boys helped
with clearing of land, erecting new buildings and making roads and bridges. This was the
type of work that both the boys and girls would need once they left school. Later there
was a small farm established in connection with the school where the boys were trained
in farming procedures. Father DeDecker emphasized academic work such as writing and
copying drawings. Religious instruction was also emphasized. Protestant students were
accepted as well as Catholics.'® The School accommodated both boarding students and
day students.'”® In 1933, there were twenty-five orphans in the school."

In its early years the school was mainly financed by Miss Drexel. Father DeDecker
was also able to provide financial assistance using the money from the estate his wealthy
parents in Belgium had left him. Father DeDecker also arranged support for the school
from the members of the various church congregations he supervised. Once a year the
ladies of the St. Leo’s Altar Society from Tacoma visited the school and made gifts of
such things as linens, carpets and clothes.

In 1933, the school was operated by Rev. John Govaert and six Catholic Sisters.'”?

Costs of Operating St. George’s School

The students were not required to pay anything although some did provide funds for their
own support. The government paid for a part of the expense as part of their treaties with
the Indians.'” The first government subsidies were to be granted for only three years for
50 students, but the subsidies were continued and sometimes expanded on an ongoing
basis during most of the school’s operation.'** Initially,the government paid $27 per pupil
per quarter if the school was teaching fifty Washington Indians.'> On June 30, 1889, a
second contract with the government reduced the number of students required to 25. A
little later, it was required that all these twenty-five come from the Puyallup Consolidated
Agency. During the first two years, the expenses of the school amounted to $6,325, not
including the cost of the land. The government paid $4,099 of that amount.'*°

In 1891, however, the government Indian Office cancelled this contract, owing to
agitation against the Catholics and the school received no government money after that

187 Reminiscences and Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, p. 23. The source spells the
name Junger as Yunger. Junger was the longtime bishop of the Nisqually Diocese.

1% Sicade, p. 27.

% Sicade, p. 27.

190 “Notes on Father Hylebos,” from Ilene Marckx Archives, undated, p. 2, in the files of the HSFW.

I Bowden, p. 473.

192 Bowden, p. 473.

%3 Sicade, p. 27.

1% Schoenberg, 4 History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, p. 343.

193 Sicade, p. 27.

1% Reminiscences and Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, p. 23 and Sicade, p. 27.
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time.""” It was claimed by the government that the Agency school on the Puyallup
Reservation had ample accommodations for all the Indians.'*®

Controversy over St. George’s

When the school first opened there was bitter rivalry between it and the reservation
boarding school. The first year St. George’s had opened a few months after the
reservation school. Some of the Indians who had already entered the reservation school
were withdrawn by their parents and sent to St. George’s. One Indian, Louis LeClair, was
only allowed to transfer after an appeal was made to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs."” Some Puyallup parents pleaded with the reservation schools to allow their
children to attend non-reservation schools. In 1892, 104 Puyallup Reservation residents
declared, “We are citizens of the United States . . . and we demand our rights as citizens”
in this case to send their children to the school of their choice.*”’

At the turn of the century many Indian children attended school, but almost as many
did not.”" This was not that different from whites.

Another interesting series of events in the history of the school were the “Clearing
Bees” that were held in the summers of 1894 and 1895. The general feeling against
Catholics in the Tacoma area was bitter and many Catholic men were out of work. At the
suggestion of the rector of St. Leo’s Church, some of the out of work men donated their
time to St. George’s School to help clear the land. They received board and lodging at the
school. Every Monday morning, at 7:30, a hired wagon left from in front of St. Leo’s for
the school. Normally the men would remain until Saturday. Some worked in this manner
throughout the entire summer. Between twelve and twenty-four men would do this each
week. Because they were dedicated to the cause, as well as getting room and board, it
was believed they accomplished more then if they were just hired workers.*"*

Additional Construction at St. George’s

Even though the government was no longer helping with the costs by 1890, new
construction was undertaken. The following quote was written in 1898 so uses present
tense.

Toward the end of September 1890, a new building 62 x 16 feet, one
story high was erected. It contains a laundry, a small room for strangers
and a bakery with an additional shed containing the bake oven. In August
1892, a woodshed 60 x 18 feet was built. In September 1893, a 400
pound steel bell was placed in the little belfry which ornaments the top

197 Sicade, p. 27. While Sicade indicates 1891 was the date the contract was closed, Reminiscences and
Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, p. 23, states that the contract was ended in late
1889.

18 Reminiscences and Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, p. 23

% Sicade, p. 28 and Alexandra Harmon, Indians in the Making (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1998) p. 152.

2% Harmon, p. 152.

! Harmon, p. 153.

22 Sicade, p. 28.
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of the roof.
Gradually the land is cleared of the heavy timber, about 20 acres
being now under cultivation and two acres in orchard.*”

Closing of St. George’s Indian School

For most of the life of the school, the capacity was eighty and it was always full. In 1890,
laundry and a play hall were added for the girls. In 1905, a church was added. These
buildings were financed with some of the estate money inherited by Father DeDecker.*"*

In addition to Indians, a few whites and Negroes were admitted from time to time. The
age for initial admission was six to sixteen. Once admitted, a student could stay as long as
he or she desired. As a rule they would leave at about nineteen when the boys went to
work and the girls got married. The school was in operation long enough that many
pupils were the children of former students.”*

The mission school was closed in 1936 and the 142 acres fell into disuse and
deterioration. Apparently, in the middle of the depression, the school found it hard to
raise money for support. Beginning in 1915, local Indian children were allowed to attend
regular public schools, but not many did.*® Also in the late 1920s the Federal reservation
schools around the country were being closed with the states taking over the education of
all Indian children.””” The Cushman government School had been closed in June 1920.%%
The last Indian Bureau School in Washington State was closed in 1932 with the students
being put into public schools.”” During the Second World War, the land was used to
build St. George’s apartments, which were intended to ease the postwar housing
shortage.”'® The remainder of the school buildings were razed in 1971. The Catholic
archdiocese, in 1971, plotted the acreage for a cemetery.”'' Today nothing remains of the
school facilities. Only a small sign on the grounds of the present Gethsemane Cemetery
marks the site of the former school.

The existence of the school demonstrated what the Catholic Church believed was a
need to educate the Indians both in a secular way and into the Catholic faith. Similar
schools had existed in other parts of Washington as well as Idaho and Montana. “It bore
witness to the concern of the church for Indian children at a time and in a place where no
one seemed to care.”*'?

But there was something anachronistic about St. George’s: it was too little
too late. The Indians along the coast by this time had little or no tribal

293 Reminiscences and Current Topics of the Ecclesiastical Province of Oregon, p. 23. This reference was
written in 1898 so the quote is in present tense.

2% Sicade, p. 28.

295 Sicade, p. 28.

2% Noel, p. 72.

207 Harmon, p. 318, n53.

2% Collin, p. 11.

2% Noel, p. 72.

*1% Ernie Olson, a member of the Historical Society of Federal Way, states that he lived in these apartments
for a short time.

21 Nathalie Weber, “A century of history,” Federal Way News, 10 October 1979, p. A-3

212 Schoenberg, A4 History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, p. 345.
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identity. With rare exceptions, their collective existence in or near
population centers of the West had ceased to be, at least temporarily.
During this very decade, in fact, the Indian population of the United States
reached its lowest point in history.*"?

Naming of Hylebos Creek

The original Indian name for Hylebos Creek was haxtl’. This derived from an Indian
fishing village, shaxtl’abc, located on the present Hylebos Waterway on the Tacoma tide
flats.”'* Tt is interesting how Hylebos Creek got its name. It is said that a surveyor friend
of Father Hylebos who was engaged in the mapping work around St. George’s Indian
School indicated the name Hylebos Creek on his maps. Previous to this the Indians
around St George's School used “Koch Creek,” as the name for the creek. The name
Hylebos Creek thus became the name used for the creek.?'

He [Father Hylebos] finished lunch and spread open the map. He studied it for
a minute. Then he noticed the creek wound through a section of his parish
which included the mining districts of Pierce and King County. The creek
rose near the St. George’s Indian Mission that he, Father Hylebos, had
founded, and ran downward to empty into Commencement Bay.

This was the creek his Indian friends call “Koch.” But what was written on the
map in large letters alongside of the winding creek? The letters spelled out
HYLEBOS CREEK. “It seemed our surveyor friend has given the creek that I
know so well — my name now.” Father Hylebos chuckled with satisfaction.

“Eh Bien! He would do such a thing!”*'°

This led to the arm of Commencement Bay, into which the creek flows, to be called
Hylebos Waterway. When the bridge over this area was built, it became Hylebos Bridge.
As a final development, the wetlands that contribute to the origin of the creek have now
become a Federal Way city park, the West Hylebos Wetlands City Park.

Star Lake School District 64

Formation and Boundaries

School District 64, Star Lake, was formed on November 10, 1888.%!'” The boundaries
were described as follows.

Beginning at the South East corner of section 34 Tp. 22 N.R. 4 E. W.M.
thence West 2 % miles, thence North %4 mile, thence West to the shore

13 Schoenberg, A4 History of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest, p. 343.

'* Marian W. Smith, The Puyallup-Nisqually (1940; New York: AMS Press, 1969) p. 10.

1 “HYLEBOS, Man Behind the Name,” p. 3.

216 «Rather Peter Francis Hylebos,” Tacoma News Tribune, 15 August 1965, p. not known.

*'7J. L. Layhue, Superintendent of Common School, King County, King County Commissioner’s Records,
Volume 5, Map of School District 64, November 10, 1888, p. 274 and Outline History of the Organization
of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2.
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of Puget Sound, thence Northerly along the shore of Puget Sound to an
intersection with the E & W center line of section 20 Tp. 22 N.R. 4 E.
thence East to the % corner on the East side of said section 20, thence
North %2 mile, thence East 1 mile, thence North %2 mile, thence East 3%
mile, thence south 1 %2 miles, thence East ¥4 mile, thence south 2 miles
to the place of beginning.*'®

The boundaries were changed on August 10, 1909 to make an adjustment for the
formation of Redondo School District District 169. The change reads “All of Section
29,the South Half of Sec. 20 and All of Sec. 32 contained in this District (All being in
TWP. 22 N.R. 4 E.) is taken to form new District 169.”*"

A second change was made in the boundaries on February 8, 1919. The change reads,
“The North % of Section 21. Twp. 22 N., R. 4 E transferred to District No. 72.7*%

Schools

The Federal Way Historical Tour Guide indicates the original Star Lake School may
have been built in 1880, eight years prior to the formation of Star Lake School District
64.%2! [This early date is probably wrong and the more likely construction date would be
1888-1890.] More likely the first Star Lake School was built at what is now the
intersection of South 288" St. and Military Road. It was a one-room schoolhouse built by
James Sloan.”* It had one teacher and served first through eighth grades.

Children from Stone’s Landing and Buenna walked one to three miles
through the forest, over trails and wagon roads, to get to school which
they would attend with the Star Lake children. The Reed’s children
walked three miles from their home. Alice Reed (Shaughnessy) rode a
pony to school. Laura Phillips (Mrs. Charles Schumann), sister of Bess
Phillips Cruse, lived with the Reeds, was the first teacher in this school.
Dedication of the school was on Washington’s birthday about 1890. Part
of the ceremony included a presentation of a crayon portrait of George
Washington. Everett Reed provided the piano for the ceremony.***

% Layhue, p. 274 and next page, which I assume is page 275, although it is not numbered. Page 274
contains a map showing Townships and Ranges while p. 275 contains the words. I have tried to copy the
handwritten material as best I could. The abbreviations Tp. stands for township, R. stands for range and
W.M. stands for Willamette Meridian in surveying terminology. I have tried to use capital letters and lower
case letters as they were used in the document.

219 Change #1, School District 64 Boundaries, August 10, 1909, Daily Records, King County
Commissioner’s Records, 1909, p. 96. This change is not signed on the copy in the files of the HSFW.
Apparently Twp. was being used for Tp. used in the previous footnote.

2% Change #2, School District 64 Boundaries, February 8, 1919, Daily Records, King County
Commissioner’s Records, 1919, (appears to be p. 19, but difficult to follow from handwritten document.)
This change is not signed on the copy in the files of the HSFW.

! Federal Way Historical Tour Guide, Historical Society of Federal Way, 1992, item 5.

22 Public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 4.

3 Federal Way Historical Tour Guide, item 5.

224 pyublic Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 4.
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A temporary school was set up in back of the Nelson’s home in 1897, and the first
school building was no longer used for educational purposes.””> This second school also
served first through eighth grade students. It had one teacher for all eight grades. Around
1900, the 1897 school was moved to the rear of the James Sloan home at 2202 S. 288™
St.??® This school/home was described by Nikulla in 1977 as follows.

The school is a one story [sic] building with horizontal shiplap siding
and a medium pitch gale roof. The school has been drastically changed
in appearance as it is now the back part of the present home of Anna
Nelson. A back shed has also been added to the school.

Originally the 20° x 22’ school sat a few yards east of the James
Sloan House [with Anna Nelson living in it in 1977.] The school has
the original double hung sash windows, panel doors with glass panes,
brass door knobs and granite block foundation.

The Sloan house (onto which the school was later added) has the
same exterior siding and windows which blend in with the old school.
It is a one and a half story pioneer style house about 22” x 25* with a
high pitch gale roof. Composition shingles cover the old cedar shingle
roof on this house as well as the school.””’

This home was torn down in early 2006 for a new development.

Another school was built around 1900 at the northeast corner of South 272" St. and
Military Road.””® Nikulla refers to South 272" St. as Gilbert Road.”*’ This would be the
third Star Lake School. Among the students who attended this school building were
Helen Faulkner, and Alice Reed (Shaughnessy). At one time the only students that were
in school were the four Reith children. They had to cross a swamp in the woods and often
would have to lay down poles to keep from sinking. >

This third school burned down in 1909 and a fourth school was built in 1910 on the
same location at South 272" St. and Military Road. The current address is 3212 S. 272",
Kent WA. [This school is often referred to as the third Star Lake School, but if the 1897
temporary building is included it is the fourth.]

Nikulla describe the building in 1978 as follows.

On Old Military Road just north of Star Lake stands the Star Lake School.
The school, built in 1910, is a tall, one story Pioneer style building with
horizontal shiplap siding and a full basement. It has a medium pitch,
overhanging gable roof with returns and a boxed cornice. The original
shingles have been replaced with composition shingles. A cupola rests on
top. The school is thirty feet wide and forty feet in depth. The windows

3 Public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 4.

26 public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 4. and Federal Way
Historical Tour Guide, item 5.

7 Dwayne Nikulla, “Star Lake School,” King County Historic Sites Survey, File No. 0008, King County
Historic Sites Survey, January 27, 1978, p. 2.

% public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 5.

229 Nikulla, “Star Lake School,” p. 2.

230 pyblic Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 5.
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are eight feet tall, double hung, the top sash divided into four panes.

Several small casement windows are located in the basement. [The

windows of the basement are partially above ground.]

The main door, located on the east end, is a double leaf panel door

with a window divided into six panes in the top half of each door. A

wooden hood supported by brackets covers the main entryway. Concrete

stairs lead to the entryway. The school rests on a concrete foundation.”'
This school continued in operation until the consolidation of area schools in 1929.%32
The fourth Star Lake School is still standing and in use. It has seen many different
owners and uses since it closed in 1929. Two former users were the Star Lake
Improvement Club and the King’s Baptist Temple.*

This school was used for a Sunday school and church as a preacher named Bushell
came up from Christopher once a month and preached to the assembled pioneers.”**
[This would appear to be the first documented church services in the north part of the
Federal Way area. See the section on St. George’s School for implied church services in
the southern part of Federal Way slightly earlier.]

Early Directors

The earliest known directors were F. P. Crawford, elected in 1894 or 1895, G. H. Crotts,
elected June 1894, and James T. Reed elected in June 1895. John Haskel is the earliest
known clerk having been elected on June 10, 1895.%*° Since the district was formed in
1888, there were probably directors prior to this. O. P. Fredrickson replaced Crawford in
October 1896.7*° Other pioneer settlers who were district officers were L. T. Gilbert,
Anton Nelson, E. J. Rice and Fred Saulturen.”’

Early Teachers

Many of the early teachers were pioneer settlers in the area.”>® The earliest known teacher
was Eveina [sic- possibly Evelyn] G. Williams who was appointed on October 17, 1895.
She had a six-month appointment and was paid $35.00 per month. [As with other
information concerning School District 55 there is a gap between the formation of the
district in 1888, and the records of the first teacher in 1895, so there may have been

21 Nikulla, “Star Lake School,” p. 1.

32 See the section of Formation of School District 210.

233 Nikulla, “Star Lake School,” p. 1.

234 Niculla, Old Star Lake School, p. 2 and Public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History,
FW1, Draft #2,” p. 4.

% King County Register of School District Officers and Appointments --- District No. 64. . I am not sure
where this came from so source reference is not complete. It is based on a partial copy in the files of the
HSFW.

36 Register of School District Officers and Appointments — District No. 64, p. 64, undated, Copy in the
files of the HSFW.

»7 Dwayne Nikullla, “Star Lake School,” King County Historic Sites Survey, File No. 0248, King County
Historic Sites Survey, October 12, 1977, 1978, p. 1.

28 public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 4.
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earlier ones.] Mae Reed is the second teacher to show in existing records. Her term was
from March 15, 1897 to June 4, 1897. She received $40.00 per month. Mrs. Everett W.
Reed [probably the same as Mae Reed] received another three-month appointment on
November 15, 1897 and received $40.00 per month. This term ran from November 1897
to April 1898. The salary for this term was back to $35.00 per month. Mr. Faulkner
taught from 1897 to 1900 and Mary Reith taught in 1901.%

End of Star Lake School District 64

Star Lake School District 64 came to an end in 1929 when it became part of School
District 210.

There is some evidence that Star Lake School, along with Steel Lake School and
Harding School, all closed in 1929, were reopened in 1943, for a short period of time to
help solve the sudden expansion of students due to population adjustments during the
Second World War.>* See sections on Harding School and Steel Lake School for
additional details.

The new Star Lake Elementary School, opened in 1958, as part of School District 210,
used the name Star Lake Elementary, but has no actual connection to the schools of Star
Lake School District 64 that disbanded to become part of School District 210 in 1929.

Steel Lake School District 92

Spelling of Steel

The A. R. Steele family homesteaded in the Steel Lake area in the 1880s. The original
spelling for the family, lake and school district used the final e. Starting in the 1930s the
final e was often dropped in general usage. It was not until the 1940s that it was no longer
used. For consistency I have used Steel without the final e unless it is from a quote or
title.

First Organized

Steel Lake School District 92 was formed on February 4, 1891.%*' Olympia bonded the
school district for $1,500.* As mentioned above, the original spelling in the charter was
Steele, after A.R. Steele and the Steele family.

239 King County Register of School Teachers, District 64, p. 67, undated, copy in the files of the HSFW.
Note: there are two copies in the files that are both missing some of the material so this paragraph was put
together by combining the material.

20 «Federal Way History, FW1, Draft 2,” 20 pages, July 1, 1991, p.6, in the files of the HSFW. There is no
author listed but it appears this was a manuscript being prepared by members of the HSFW and Jack R.
Evans, SCW Publications, 1011 Boren Avenue #155, Seattle, Wa 98104. The draft used here was being
reviewed by members of the HSFW under the direction of Shirley Charnell and Marry Kay Barry. In
essenc,e it represents 48 pages (including the 28 page attachment) of a book about Federal Way that was
never developed beyond the draft stage.

1 Outline history of the Organization of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2.

242 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, June 3, 1958, p. 1, in the files of the HSFW.
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The district boundaries were described as follows.

Beginning at the North West [sic] corner of the North East [sic] quarter
of Section Five Township 21 N. R 4 E. W. M. [East of the Willamette
Meridian] Running thence East 2 2 miles, thence South 3 miles,
thence West 2 4 miles, thence North 3 miles to the place of beginning.
All in the Tp. 21 N. P. 4 East King County Washington.**

As a guide in seeing where this was, it appears to be bordered on the north by Lake
Dolloftf and on the south by North Lake with Steel Lake being somewhat in the middle.

1891 — 1892 Steel Lake Temporary Cabin School

In 1891, the Carlson and Johnson Sawmill operated on the east end of the lake. [This
sawmill is often referred to as simply the Carlson Brothers Sawmill. I am not sure if there
is a distinction or not.] The story is that Carlson donated an acre of land on the lake and
that the firm provided a school facility for the children of its employees. [Possibly the
term employees is wrong and it was the children of the owner(s)?]***

A 6 foot x 10 foot shake bachelor’s cabin, already on the property donated by the
Carlson Brothers, was fixed up and roughly furnished to hold school in during 1891 and
1892 while the permanent school was being built.”** There was a little potbellied stove
and there was one little window and a little door. C. J. Olsen was the first teacher and
taught two terms of 3 months each in order to hold the district charter.**®

Feud Between Webb and Steel

The contract for building the permanent school was given to the sawmill firm of Carlson
and Johnson located on Steel Lake. They provided both the lumber and the labor to build
the school. They took out all of the cedar in Section 9 for the shingle bolts. Carlson, as
mentioned previously, offered to donate an acre tract of land for the school. At the time,
the Carlson firm owned or controlled much of the property along the whole south side of
the lake. A controversy broke out concerning where to build the school. Taylor Webb and
some others wanted the school to be in the center of the school district. The Steeles and
Hurlberts (Mrs. Steele was Mr. Hurlbert’s sister) wanted it on the north side, just west of
the northeast corner of the lake on Steele property.**’

During the negotiations and arrangements for bonding and setting up the
District[,] Dolloff went home[,] taking the election books and records with him

* Map of School District 92,Boundaries of School District 92, State of Washington, County of King, J. M.
Layhue, Superintendent of Common Schools King County, date left blank in date location on form, p. 92,
copy in the files of the HSFW.

** Tory Laughlin, Steele Lake Schoolhouse, King County Historic Sites Inventory Sheet, File No. 0555,
King County Office of Historic Preservation, Seattle WA, March 4, 1986, p. 3.

% Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 2.

46 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 2.

7 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 1.
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and subsequently went out for a horseback ride. When he came home he
found someone had broken into his house and changed the election records
in the election books so that not Dolloff was clerk and member of the board
but Steele.**®

Dolloff rode over to Webb in the morning and told him of the change. It seems that by
changing the election records to show that O. R. Steele, instead of Dolloff, was a director,
the Steele faction obtained a majority vote and they took the authority to change the
location, order materials, and to commence work.**

Dolloff said, “what will we do?” Webb, always the man of resources, said

he would go to Auburn, then the seat of government apparently, and

get an injunction. On passing by what is now Gallager’s corner, Webb warned
Pat Benson, a sawmill operator, who was supplying lumber to the Steele group
for the school that any more deliveries would be made at their own risk. And
that he was getting an injunction.”*

Webb went to 1. B. Knickerbocker, an energetic young attorney and the man after
whom Knickerbocker Hill (Cemetery Hill) was named. Knickerbocker went into action.
He found that the witness tree had been changed. At the time, a witness tree was a tree
growing near to where the corner stake of the survey should be. The official records
reference the corner stake in reference to this tree. The matter was taken to court after
evidezrsllce was collected concerning the fraud and deception. Webb’s faction won the
case.

Because of the feud and legal action, the Webb family tried to have Steel Lake and the
Steel Lake School named something else, but by then the area had become too well
known by the Steele name.

Tory Laughlin prepared a history of this schoolhouse for King County in 1986. He
indicated that Carlson probably did not donate the land the school sat on but by August
Johnson, as 1926 records show that the entire northern half of the land around the lake
was owned by Johnson.”** [T am not sure why Laughlin put so much worth on the 1926
records when the school was built about four decades earlier. -DC]

Permanent Steel Lake School House

According to Mabel Webb Alexander, the permanent school was completed in 1893.%>

[In another source Mabel Webb Alexander said the permanent school was built in 1891
but this seems too early and probably refers to the temporary schoolhouse.]*** This is

% Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 1. The last sentence reads a little awkward, but
that is the way it is in the reference.

¥ Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 1.

2% Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 1.

»1 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, pp. 1,2.

2 Laughlin, Steele Lake Schoolhouse, p. 3.

3 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, pp. 1, 2.

4 L eila E. Boislin, “Webb Center,” Federal Way News, June 18, 1953, p. 1.
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generally referred to as the first Steel Lake School even though the cabin mentioned
above was used from 1891 — 1892.

The Carlson Brothers took nice smooth cedars, split them, and fixed them up for
double seats and desks. Later twenty-four single desks, a table and chair for the teacher
placed on a rostrum, a big 8-day clock, and a bell for the bell-tower were purchased.”>
After the consolidation of school districts, in 1929, into Federal Way School District 210,
the school was closed. It still belonged to the school district but was rented out for other
activities. For example, the Steel Lake Sunday School was using it in 1936 as they
indicated they would like to put in another stove in the schoolhouse. The School board
allowed them to do this.**®

During the Second World War, it appears the Steel Lake School was reopened
temporarily, probably during 1943 and 1944, for use as a school again.>’ Another source
would appear to support this statement not only for Steel Lake School but also for
Harding School and Star Lake School.**®

The Steel Lake School was the first home of the Federal Way Library for a short time
in the 1940s.>”

By 1953, the school had become an unsightly ruin at the east end of Steel Lake.
The school was torn down in January 1957.”°' When the school was torn down, some
people in Puyallup who were operating a service station at the New River Bridge may
have ended up with the bell.**

260

Early District Officers

Mabel Webb Alexander indicated the first Directors were Taylor Webb, A. R. Steele, and
J. M. Barker and the first clerk was Frank Dolloff.*®® This disagrees somewhat with the
official county records however. In these, the first Director of District 92 is shown to be
David Carlson”®* who was elected in June 1893. [It is difficult to read but the term
appears to have been for three years.] Taylor Webb was elected as a Director in June
1894 for a three-year term. Frank P. Dolloff was elected on June 10, 1895 to be the clerk.
Dolloff’s term was apparently for only one year as he was reelected in June 1896 and
thereafter clerks appear to be elected yearly. Henry Evans began a three-year term as
Director in June 1895. Frank Dolloff was appointed (not known by whom) as a Director
in July 1897, as was Taylor Webb. In the remarks column it indicates the officers elected
refused to qualify. Dolloff only served two years of his three-year term and John M.
Barker was appointed to fill out the 1899 term. Dolloff’s vacancy is described in the

25 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 2.

236 Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, November 24, 1936. p. 1

27 «Federal Way Schools Growing; New Building Soon Required, Federal Way News, May 4, 1955, p. 1.
258 «“pederal Way History, FW1, Draft 27, p.6, in the files of the HSFW.

% “History of library program topic,” Federal Way News, May 18, 1977, p. B2.

2601 eila E. Boislin, “Webb Center,” p. 1.

*6! Stan Hayward, “Pioneer Schoolmaster Had Rugged Existence,” actual newspaper not known, Gateway
Section, February 7, 1957, p. 4. This is a 12 inch x 16 inch copy from what appears to be a newspaper
article but without any information concerning newspaper title but only the comment, Gateway Section.
262 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 2.

263 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 1.

264 Carlson here is actually handwritten as Carlsen but in all other places it is Carlson.
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column headed by the comment that he either resigned or was dismissed. Some of the
following Directors, up until 1908, were elected and some were appointed.*®®

Contrary to Ilene Marckx’s comments A. R. Steele does not appear to have been an
official Director.

First Steel Lake Teachers

Apparently Olson continued to teach once the permanent school opened in 1893. He
taught several three-month terms. Three months was the minimum term allowed. (It
seems the three-month term was the normal contract term used by all the early school
districts in the area. — DC) Olson boarded with Mrs. Andrew Johnson. Teachers of that
day had to have a minimum of an eighth grade education and had to teach in the county
for 18 months before they could apply for a permit from the state to take an examination
for either 1%, 2" or 3™ class certifications.”*® Olson taught all grades up to the eighth. He
taught one of John Barkers daughter’s, Myrtice Barker, for one year. John Barker took a
very deprecatory attitude toward Olson, saying he did not know anything. Barker sent his
own children to the Buenna School even though he was on the Steel Lake School Board.
Everyone else thought Olson was an excellent teacher.*®’

Olson got about $25 a month out of which he paid his own board and room. Another
person, who sometimes boarded teachers, charged $10-$12 per month which included
home privileges but not always a private room as the teacher would often have to share a
room with one of the children of the family.268

The county Register of School Teachers starts in 1896 for School District 92.
(Possibly Olson had never been reported to the county.) Mrs. Edith Moulton is shown as
being the teacher of record for the three months starting in March 18, 1896 at $30.00 per
month. She had a third class certificate. The record is shown as being reported by F. P.
Dolloff, clerk of District 92. Rae Alice Bissell is reported as the second teacher of record
with her term beginning March 29, 1897. She also received $30.00 per month and had a
third class certificate. Apparently the school operated only from March to June. The firstt
two teachers, named above, plus the next six (Elva A. Stockwell, Mrs. Susan Lasher,
Amy T. Cloud, Joy Massey, Mary Reith,”® and Capitola Penches) are shown as having
three-month appointments from March to June >"® The first teacher shown as receiving
an appointment other than for this time period is Capitola Penches who in addition to the
March through June term of 1902 also had an appointment for September to November
1902. Pay for 1898 —1900 was $35.00 per month. Pay for 1901-1905 was $40.00 per
month.?”!

Mabel Webb Alexander was in the first class at the new school. Mrs. Alexander’s
parents usually boarded the teachers so she had inside information. According to

265 Register of School District Officers — District No. 92, [Probably King County Superintendent of Schools
Log], p. 92.

266 T do not know how the different classifications were used.

27 Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 2.

2% Mabel Webb Alexander, interviewed by Ilene Marckx, p. 2.

2% Mary Reith’s appointment was actually for June 22 — August 9, 1901.

2% These names are handwritten on source and difficult to read.

271 Register of School Teachers, District Number 92, Steel Lake, [probably from King County School
Superintendent’s Records], p. 95.
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Hayward the school opened in 1892 with two families providing all the students — the
Barkers and the Webbs.?”? [As described above the school actually appears to have
opened in 1893.]

The first teacher at Steel Lake was a Norwegian named Olson who
received $25 a month for teaching all eight grades.

The good school master got himself into hot water shortly after
arriving on the scene when he offered to teach a few of the older
youngsters some subjects that were more advanced than the eighth
grade.

In those days high schools didn’t exist in the country and it was just
as well. Many of the parents took a dim view of the fancy subjects that
Mr. Olson was trying to impart to the youngsters.

When objections arose over this “higher education,” schoolmaster
Olson informed his country clients that all he was required to teach was
the first eight grades and if his extra efforts weren’t appreciated, he
would go elsewhere.

This implied threat apparently settled the matter since teachers out in
the tall uncut®*” were frequently hard to come by. They were required by
law to teach so many months in the country before they could apply for
a teaching position in what passed for cities then. It was sort of an
apprenticeship.””*

Mrs. Alexander described the life of the teacher when not teaching as quite mundane.

Most of the time they just stayed around our boarding house. In those
days we had mail and our main link with the outside world was a copy
of the San Francisco Examiner which arrived twice a month. It was a
three-hour trip over county roads to Tacoma.””

Molly Todd started at Steel Lake School in 1908. She told Ilene Marckx the following
about Steel Lake School,

[My] first year was 1908 and my teacher was Miss Herman, notable
for her substantial stature.

In 1909, the next year, the teacher was a Miss Rice and I was the
only girl in the school. Schoolmates included Lewis Todd, Roscoe Todd.
As for the school, it was a one-room school with a potbellied stove
in one corner, a pail of water with a dipper provided drinking water and

one of the nice things to do was to get to school early and pump the
water and ring the bell. Toilets were the outdoor type.
We walked to school along the Military [Road] and over and along

* Hayward, Gateway Section, p. 4.
*3 The tall uncut was apparently a term used to describe the tall and thick timber of the area.
" Hayward, Gateway Section, p. 4.
25 Hayward, Gateway Section, p. 4.
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the east end of Steel Lake much as now.

At the Steel Lake School we carried lunches in lard pails and every so
often some youngster pulled off the lid to find, of all things, nothing but
lard. Nearly everyone had a few hogs and other meat animals and of course
made their own lard.?’®

Molly Todd transferred to Buenna School in 1914.%"

Disposal of the Steel Lake Schools

The permanent schoolhouse served the district until the five local school districts,
including School District 92, were consolidated into School District 210 in 1929. The
early school building itself survived until January 1957 when it was decided to tear it
down to down to make way for progress. It had been declared an eyesore in its
dilapidated condition.””® The Steel Lake Fire District burned the building as a training
exercise in September 1957. A King County Fire Station was built on the site.”” The site
is now a maintenance facility for the City of Federal Way.

The disposal of the first temporary school is somewhat more confused. Since only two
schools are known for the Steel Lake School District, the temporary school and the
permanent one and since the disposal of the permanent one is well documented what
follows must refer to the temporary schoolhouse or else there was another schoolhouse
built and used in between. Sometime around 1920 the [temporary] schoolhouse was
moved up the hill to 30239 — 23" Ave. South to be used as a private residence. Tory
Laughlin’s 1986 Site Survey of the house indicates this story has been hard to
substantiate or disprove. King County property records for the house list 1921 as the
construction date of the house, however, its “effective age” has been amended in the
records to suggest that is was, in fact constructed in 1896. Laughlin believed that its
colonial revival style suggested an earlier construction date, with 1921 being the logical
date fozrg(i)ts relocation remodel. By 1938, an additional wing was in place and a garage
added.

Assuming the main part of the house is the old schoolhouse, Laughlin described it as,

The old two story, Steel Lake Schoolhouse forms the bulk of this
house, with a single story addition protruding to the south. The main
house is a simple side-gabled form with a shallow shed-roofed
protruding facade on the first floor. On the north side first floor there

276 Tlene Marckx, interview with Molly Todd, in Ilene Marckx, Notes, Schools District 92, M. Todd,
unnumbered page, in file marked Marie [Reed] and Ilene’s [Marckx] Notes. This file contains
approximately 100 unnumbered pages of notes that were to be used to write a book about Federal Way area
history, in the files of the HSFW.

" Tlene Markx, interview with Molly Todd, in Ilene Marckx, Notes, Schools District 92, M. Todd,
unnumbered page.

*”® Hayward, p. 4.

%7 Ilene Marckx, “Historic School District Schoolhouse Markers,” King County Historic Markers Form,
April 3, 1988, p. 1 and Ilene Marckx, Schools, Steele Lake Dist #92 building, typed 5x8 index card, no
date, in the files of the HSFW.

%0 Laughlin, p. 3.
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is a hip-roofed bay window. Six-over-six paned, double-hung, sash
windows are used throughout the first floor, both singly or in pairs and
flanked by decorative shutters. Pairs of four-over-four sash windows
are used in both gable ends on the second floor. Small, six pane
horizontal windows are set just beneath the eaves in the front and
back facades. The half-glazed entry door is set asymmetrically in

the extended facade. The cladding of the main house is shiplap and
the roofs are of wood shingles.”'

This description of the old two-story schoolhouse does not seem to fit the description that
the temporary schoolhouse was a six-foot x ten-foot bachelor cabin. As Laughlin
indicated it is confusing as to what this supposed schoolhouse really represents.

Formation of Redondo School District 169

School District 169, Redondo, was formed on August 10, 1909.%82

School District 169 was made up of land removed from Star Lake District 64. The
boundaries were changed on August 10, 1909 by changing the boundaries of School
District 64 as follows, “All of Section 29,the South Half of Sec. 20 and All of Sec. 32
contained in this District [64] (All being in TWP. 22 N.R. 4 E.) is taken to form new
District 169.7*%

Wilmer Hurd told Ilene Marckx that the Redondo School opened in 1908. Wilmer was
a student who transferred from Buenna School. The first teacher was Mary Bleaker,
followed by Mr. Merrill.***

This school was closed when School District 169 was consolidated into School
District 210.

It was reported at the October 1936 Federal Way School Board Meeting that the
demolition of the Redondo School was turned in as a proposed W. P. A. project.”® I am
not sure if they took on this project.

Move to Consolidate Rural School Districts

In the early part of the 20" century, and especially after World War I, the move to
consolidate rural school districts was a primary focus in education in King County and
throughout the country. By combining the resources and students from several small
districts, county schools could improve facilities and transportation, receive more state
money and in many cases, finally move to a graded curriculum. In 1905, the first
consolidated school districts were organized in King County.”® In 1928 and 1929, thirty-

! Laughlin, pp. 2, 3.

%2 Qutline history of the Organization of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2.

3 Change #1, School District 64 Boundaries, August 10, 1909, Daily Records, King County
Commissioner’s Records, 1909, p. 96. This change is not signed in the copy in the files of the HSFW.
2 lene Marckx, School, 55, 169?, W. Hurd, typed 4x6 index card, no date, in the files of the HSFW.
285 Minutes of the regular meeting of the Federal Way School Board, October 10, 1936, p. 1.

%6 Day, section 7, p. 1.

50



School History of the Federal Way Area
May 28, 2008

four %gysolidated school districts were formed from smaller districts throughout the
state.

Transportation of students was one of the motivating problems for the rural schools.
By consolidating, several schools could pool funds and pay the costs of getting the
children to the district schools. Sometimes districts would pay for feed for students’
horses or give allowances for interurban fares. In nearby Auburn, the district used horse-
drawn transportation wagons. School Districts 43, 55, 64, 92 and 169 had only poor
unpaved country roads that were a great problem in transporting children. Children
walked several miles to school, rode bicycles, horses and buggies. Mrs. Anne Calavan, a
teacher at Harding School, told of bringing students to school in her Model T Ford.”®

Formation of School District 210

Parents in many districts, including School Districts 43, 55, 64, 92 and 169, began to
push for consolidation to finance busses and other facilities.”®” Marie Reed indicates that
newspaper accounts state that Buenna [probably she means Adelaide School District
since Buenna was the school in the Adelaide District], Star Lake and Edgewood Districts
were the prime movers in accomplishing the consolidation. The Redondo District was
lukewarm to the idea. The Steel Lake Directors were mostly opposed to giving up their
district’s individual identity.”°

In 1929 a vote was held to consolidate. The vote to consolidate was 214 for and 167
against.”"'

The present Federal Way School District 210 was chartered on May 22, 1929. The
five smaller school districts consolidated were: District 43, Edgewood; District 55,
Adelaide; District 64, Star Lake; District 92, Steel Lake and District 169, Redondo.??

The initial boundaries of School District 210 were listed in official records as,

A legal description of King County School District #210

Beginning at a point where the shore line of Puget Sound intersects at

a point where the east-west center line of the south half of Section 20,
Twp. 22N. R 4 E., thence east to the west line of Section 22. Thence
north 1 % miles, east % mile, south 1 %2 miles, east ¥4 mile, south 7 miles,
west 5 mile, south ¥4 mile, west Y2 mile, south ¥4 mile, west %5 mile,

and south 2 mile to the southwest corner of the southwest quarter of
Section 33, Twp. 2IN., R 4 E. Thence west 1 %2 miles, north %2 mile,
thence in a northwesterly direction along the Pierce — King county [sic]
line to the shore of Puget Sound. Thence in a northeasterly direction

27 Melodie Steiger, “Early school was community glue,” Federal Way News, September 20, 1989, p. A-3.
% Day, section 7, pp. 1, 2.

% Day, section 7, p. 2.

20 [Marie Reed], for the Poverty Bay Historical Society, 1221 S. W. 304™ Street, Federal Way, WA,
98003, letter to Ms. Lucinda Cox, Mgr., Crestview Apartments, 27912 Pacific Highway South, Federal
Way, WA 98003, June 5, 1983, p. 1, in the files of the HSFW.

#! public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 4.

292 Outline history of the Organization of School Districts in King County Washington, p. 2 and Day,
section 7, p. 2.
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along said shoreline to the point of beginning.*”’

The boundaries have been changed several times since 1929 but the general
configuration remains the same. Four of the changes are listed immediately after the
original boundary description. These four have been inserted immediately below the
original boundary description in the reference so I am assuming they were the first four
changes but the gap between 1929 and 1964 might indicate they were not. I have only
summarized the titles.

1. Change No. 1 - Effective July 1, 1964, transfer the described territory from
Kent School District No. 415 to Federal Way School District No. 210.

2. Change No. 2 - Effective September 1, 1967, transfer described territory from
Federal Way School District No. 210 to Fife School District #417 (in
Puyallup.)

3. Change No. 3 (Two Parcels) - Effective September 1, 1967, described
territory from Federal Way School District No. 210 to Auburn School District
No.408.

4. Change No. 4 - Effective September 1, 1967 described territory from Auburn
School District No. 408 to Federal Way School District No. 210.%*

At the time of consolidation, there were no incorporated towns in the school district
except for a small portion of Kent that extended into the district as it does today.

The School District was named Federal Way for the established federal highway that
abutted or crossed through each of the five districts. The first new school of the
consolidated district was also named Federal Way and portions of it remain as Federal
Way High School.”” The name was not without some controversy. The Steel Lake Board
members were quite adamant about retaining the name Steel Lake for the district and first
school. Some of the Redondo Directors also spoke out for retaining their name for the
district. There are several versions as to who came up with the name. One version is that
it was Laurie Betts, mother of Byron Betts, who as a member of the Redondo School
Board suggested, as a compromise, the name Federal Way after the highway.*”°

Day indicates that the Harding School remained open and Mrs. Calavan continued to
teach there through the 1930s and early 1940s.*”” This has not been verified by any other
source but, as mentioned under the section on Harding School, it may have reopened for
a short time during World War II. District 210 housed their first bus at Harding School.
The bus drivers were Mr. and Mrs. Guy Pierce who lived in the “teacherage” on the
Harding School grounds.””® Possibly this is where the confusion arose as to Harding
School being used. It was used by School District 210 in the 1930s but not as a school.

*% King County Commissioner’s Records, Volume number not known, Map of School District 210, May
22,1929, p. 254, in the files of the HSFW. The description is handwritten but in a very neat hand so it is
easy to read.

% King County Commissioner’s Records, p. 254.

* Day, section 7, p. 2.

2% [Reed], letter to Cox, p. 1.

7 Day, section 7, p. 2.

% Day, section 7, p. 2.
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Mr. Fred Saulteren and Arthur Cruise were on the first School board.>”’

State Law to Reorganize School Districts

Since public schools had started in Washington State back in the late 1800s, there had
been no organized thought as to just how to manage the system uniformly or to ensure
some equality in the level of teaching between different school districts. In 1937, the
State legislature, after years of wrestling with the problem of school equalization,
authorized the State Planning Commission to have a survey made of school needs in
order to determine how to best cope with them. The study revealed a great discrepancy in
educational opportunity throughout the state. The commission decided that, “the
fundamental need of the education system is the equalization of educational opportunity,”
and “the first consideration must be the welfare of the children.” The bottom line of the
study was that, “the school district is the key-log that jams all efforts for equalization, not
only of financial support, but of educational opportunity in its broader aspects.”**’

Following the recommendations of the study, the 1941 Legislature enacted a new law.
Under the provisions of this law a committee was appointed to revise county school
districts. It was admitted that in addition to making education equal, a goal of any
reorganization should be to save money. At the time King County had 79 districts. After
the King County committee made its decisions on reorganizing, elections were held to get
the people’s approval. The 79 old districts were reorganized into 45. The measure failed
in 10 of the 45 new districts. District 210 apparently was one of the ten voting no against
a change. [I do not know the details of what District 210 was asked to vote on. — DC.]
Federal Way District 210 was therefore not altered in any way as it kept its old
boundaries and structure and was included as one of the new 45. It was announced that
the county would save $51,116 per year, but since District 210 was not part of the
reorganization it contributed nothing to the savings.*"'

First Federal Way District 210 School
Federal Way High School Building

The current Federal Way High School building has gone through several changes since
its original construction. In 1929 it opened as an elementary school for grades one
through eight. In 1937 a high school addition was added onto the building. In 1944 a
junior high addition was made. At that time all three buildings were connected. In June
1963, the district tore down the old elementary part of the school to build offices, a
student commons, a theater and part of the school library. Apparently the original portion
of the building was torn down because it was not structurally sound and it was more
economical to rebuild. In all, the current high school building has had ten or eleven major
remodels and additions and several small ones over the years. With all these changes it is

% [Reed], letter to Cox, p. 1.

3% «Report on School Reorganization,” source is not known but it appears these pages are from a 20 plus
page document put out by the county relating to status of school procedures, April 1, 1944, pp. 18, 19 in the
files of the HSFW.

301 «Report on School Reorganization,” pp. 18, 19.
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almost impossible to sort out what was original and what has been added and when. Rod
Leland, manager of facilities for the school district indicated it is possible to “walk down
some hallways and one will predate World War II, while the next will have been erected
after the 1960s.”%* See the following sections concerning Federal Way Elementary
School and Federal Way High School for more details on the various stages of
construction and the dates.

Federal Way Elementary School Opened

The Federal Way Elementary School site, which later also became the site of Federal
Way High School, ending up with grade and high schools on the same campus, was
chosen over several other sites because it had the advantage of being centrally located
and it was served by good gravel roads which were important to rural school districts
dependent on bus transportation. Furthermore, the site had a large, relatively level area
for the school and playground. Probably the deciding factor for the school board was that
the price was considered advantageous. Apparently the school board gave no thought to
the fact that future growth would increase the traffic on Highway 99 appreciably. The site
originally consisted of ten acres but was later expanded to forty acres.

Consolidated School District 210 initially was only designed to provide school for
grades one to eight. High school students would still be forced to go outside the district, if
they attended high school. The new building was scheduled to cost $44,000, but the
budget was amended to $61,000 in July 1929. The original structure had three stories, a
kitchen, gymnasium, auditorium, eight classrooms and two play rooms. J. F. Sinclair was
the first principal. He was hired from the nearby Algona School District. There were five
teachers to instruct 142 students.’® Another source confirms the five teachers but
indicates there were 125 students. This source also refers to Mr. Sinclair as the
Superintendent rather than principal. H. J. Winter is described as the second
superintendent.’®

Expansion of Federal Way Elementary School

When Federal Way Elementary School opened most high school students were still sent
to Auburn. In 1930, the grade school supported 150 students.*

392 Mike Halliday, “Schools’ wish; Age more gracefully, Federal Way Mirror, January 4, 2006, p. A2.

303 King County Planning Commission Studies for a Comprehensive Plan, Federal Way Report, (King
County Planning Commission: Seattle, December 1952), p. 27. Even though this document is dated as 1952
it contains information for 1953 that is verified by other sources. It therefore appears the 1952 date is in
error or it was issued with a 1952 date, even though containing 1953 information, because of some
government regulation that it had to be so dated. I have assumed that the information for 1953 given in this
document is valid.

3% public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 5.

3% Mrs Glen Bandy, Early History of Federal Way P. T. A., no date but based on material included appears
to have been written around 1950, p. 1, from the Ilene Marckx Collection in the files of the HSFW.

3% [ ella E. Brislin, “Dedication Ceremonies, Federal Way School District #210,” November 3, 1968, pp. 1,
2, in the files of the HSFW. This two-page document was apparently used for the dedication ceremony at
one of the schools that opened in 1968.
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The first fire occurred in the new district in 1933. Tom Webb, the janitor, fought the
blaze single-handedly and prevented any major damage. The repairs were covered by
insurance.*”’

In September 1933, the Board passed a resolution to add four rooms, either as a new
building or as an addition to the present one. Labor was to be provided by the WPA. The
district also agreed to trade some bricks still remaining at the former Buenna School for
five days of carpentry help. In December 1934, a school addition was built [I am not sure
if this was the four rooms planned in 1933 or not — DC.] During the 1934 school year
maintenance problems were experienced when the pump broke down several times
causing the school to close for a day. The missed day was made up on December 31.%

The first school levy was voted on in September 1934. A four-mill levy failed.**

In 1935, the Board was confronted with a disciplinary problem relating to school bus
transportation. In consulting the state manual, they found the recommendation that when
a student became rowdy on the bus, the driver was to stop the bus and dispatch the
student one mile from his destination.”"

By 1935, Federal Way Elementary School was supporting 320 students.

In October 1936, the W. P. A. was invited by the school board to build a four-room
addition to the elementary school. A letter was prepared for Charles Carey, District #4 of
the W. P. A. making this request.’'?

311

Dear Sir:

Since the project to construct a four room school building with W. P. A.
labor has been voted on favorably by this district and the money is now
available to furnish the material needed to construct the four room school
building and since complete plans are ready and will be furnished at your
request:

BE IT RESOLVED: That we pledge ourselves that School District
#210 King County will complete the project if the W. P. A. is forced to
suspend operations due to cessation of the program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That these resolutions are recorded
in the minutes of the regular school board meeting of School District #210
King County held on September 23, 1936.%"

Later, in November 1936, the School Board apparently has some second thoughts
about the size of the school addition. There was also interest in an auditorium that led to a
discussion on the type of floor it might have. They requested the architect to draw up

97 Brislin, p. 1.

% Brislin, p. 1.

% Brislin, p. 1.

*19 Brislin, p. 2.

! Brislin, p. 2.

312 Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, September 23, 1936, p. 1.

313 Letter from Bob Kirchner, Chairman of the Board of Directors Federal Way School Board, to Chas. E.
Carey, Supervisor, Division of Operations, Works Progress Administration, District, #4, September 24, p.
1, in the files of the HSFW.
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alternate plans with one of the alternates to include plans for a six-room building and a
full basement.”"*

In February 1937, the School Board Director, Bob Kirchner, went to Olympia to talk
with Mr. Hoffman [position not given] concerning the new school addition. Mr. Hoffman
requested the School board draw up a resolution making appropriation for the building
project.’’ The following resolution was approved for submittal.

A Resolution

At a School Board meeting held on February 4, 1937, the Director of
School District #210 King County passed the following resolution.

Since the present school building of the Federal Way School District
#210 King County is not large enough for the present enrollment and
since the voters of the district have shown their desire to build a new
building,

BE IT RESOVLED That we, the elected representatives of School
District #210 King County, pledge the district to provide funds for a
new school building as follows: a ten mill excess levy amounting to
$9,550.00 which has been voted; a bond issue amounting to $15,000
which will be voted.*"°

The School board held a public meeting in early February 1937, to discuss how to finance
the new school addition. The turnout was reported to be good with representatives from
the entire district present. The people at this public meeting expressed themselves as
favoring a bond issue for the district. The proposed bond issue was authorized at the
February 18, 1937 School board meeting.’'’

We [Carl Risvold, Bob Kirchner and Art Cruse], the elected representatives
Of School District #210, King County, State of Washington, do hereby
certify that we were present at the mentioned public meeting, held for

the purpose of discussing how to finance the new building, that we do

now after much thought and planning draft, pass and adopt the following
resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of School District #210
King County, State of Washington, that the question whether the
negotiable cupon [sic] bonds of said District, payable serially, should
be issued as provided by law, be voted on by the people, and the District
Clerk is hereby directed to give notice to the qualified school electors of a
bond election, according to law.>'®

This February 18, 1937 meeting also seems to be the first where the record shows the
proposed building addition would be called a junior high school.*"

31 Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, November 24, 1936, p. 1.
315 Minutes of the regular meeting of the Federal Way School Board, February 4, 1937, p. 1.
316 Minutes of the regular meeting of the Federal Way School Board, February 4, 1937, p. 1.
37 Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, February 18, 1937, p. 1.
3% Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, February 18, 1937, p. 1.
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At the May 6, 1937 meeting the special election was scheduled for June 5, 1937.%%°

The May 29, 1937 Federal Way School Board minutes indicate the special election was
to be postponed to a later unspecified date.?! Unfortunately minutes after this date are
not available so the final details of the election and scheduling of the addition are not
very well known.

The addition was added as an annex, in 1938, to the original school building. The
addition that was originally planned to be a junior high school ended up being used for a
high school as well as a junior high school. During construction it was altered to include
both junior and senior students. (See the following section on the opening of Federal Way
High School for additional discussion on the addition that became Federal Way High
School.)

Later, additional central grade school buildings were added to the campus.

After the Second World War ended in 1945, a rapid post-war growth greatly
overcrowded both the grade school and high school. The voters of the district were urged
to pass a two-thirds increase in their present taxes for one year to take advantage of a
post-war building program whereby the state would pay 70 percent of the cost.’*

The first new building to be built after World War Il was an expansion of the Federal
Way Elementary School Building. It was a separate building for primary grades. The
scheduled completion date was August 1, 1948 so it could be used for the 1948 — 1949
school year. Included in the school expansion program were a gymnasium — auditorium
combination, the new primary building, a second story to the present upper grade section
(for a music laboratory, science laboratory, health clinic and offices, a lunchroom to be
located in back of the original building, shop buildings including a central heating plant,
provisions for expanding the manual arts program, playfield development and the
addition of a bus garage to house ever increasing numbers of buses.’*

In October 1953, Federal Way Elementary School had 485 students in grades 1-6 and
248 students in grades 7-8 making a total of 733 students. There were 21 classrooms. The
King County Planning Commission rated one of these classrooms as substandard. The
Planning Commission also believed that there should be 25 classrooms for the actual
number of students.***

Federal Way Grade School had 764 pupils on September 7, 1955.%%

Federal Way Junior High School had 650 pupils in September 1958.%2°

1% Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, February 18, 1937, p. 1.

320 Minutes of the Federal Way School Board, May 6, 1937, p. 1. Actually these minutes have a
typographical error and say May 5, 1937, but based on the Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way
School Board, May 29, 1937, p. 1, the date should have been June 5, 1937.

321 Minutes of a special meeting of the Federal Way School Board, May 29, 1937, p. 1.

322 Brislin, November 3, 1968, p. 3.

323 «Federal Way School’s Building Program,” newspaper clipping from unknown source, month and day
not known, 1948, p. not known.

3% King County Planning Commission Studies for a Comprehensive Plan, Federal Way Report, p. 27.

32 “ENROLLMENT REACHES ALL-TIME HIGH FOR FEDERAL WAY SCHOOLS,” newspaper
clipping, source not known but not the Federal Way Review or Federal Way News, September 6, 1955
(possibly wrong date), p. not known. Printed on glossy paper such as the Federal Way Review was so that
is why I at first thought it was the Federal Way Review.

326 «“Total of 2,838 Students Register In First Week At Federal Way Schools,” Federal Way News,
September 10, 1958, p. 1.
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Federal Way High School

Opening of Federal Way High School

In 1936 plans were started for a new school. A bond issue and special levy was voted in
1937 to construct a new school (either as an addition to the present one or as a separate
building.)**’ Originally the plan was to build only a junior high school, but during one
lively school board meeting, it became a junior and senior high school. Local students
would no longer have to go to Auburn, Tacoma or Highline to attend high school.**®
Superintendent H. J. Winter spent the summer of 1938 recruiting teachers from around
the country.”*” On August 13, 1938, Governor Clarence Martin dedicated the new
$60,000 junior and senior High School building. On the same day, a 20-mill levy was
approved to equip and operate the building. This was the largest election ever held up to
that time for the Federal Way area. The vote was approved 483 to 32. The 1939 levy
failed as only 198 turned out to vote.”*’

When the high school opened in September 1938, District 210 had 12 teachers, some
of these served in the elementary school attached to the high school. There were two
other full-time employees and five part-time bus drivers. For grades one to twelve there
was an average daily attendance of 288.*!

Students, Activities and Teachers

The first Federal Way High School graduating class was in 1939. It consisted of 28
students.”*? Governor Martin gave the commencement address. Class officers were
President: Geffa Hillstrom, Vice President: Jay Gould, Secretary: Tola Hillstrom and
Treasurer: Dick Kroeger. The twenty eight graduates were: Carollee Alexander, William
S. Bandy, Theodore Cruse, Frank James Cronkright, Lola Dorman, Shirley Mae
Erickson, Harold R. Feaster, Olivia Fraker, Dorothy Frazer, Jay Gould, Georgeffa
Hillstrom, John Francis Herr, Geraldine Lois Jordan, Theo H. Kline, Norma Helen
Kinney, Richard S. Krieger, Norman Frederick Lind, Blanche Ann Long, Dorothy Lillian
Linke, Helene Lloma Mildon, Frank Morgan, Iola Parrish, Calvin Richardson, Cyril
Rocheleau, Marie Josephine Stroud, Harriet Jane Templeman, James L. Young and Paul
A. Young. The class chose as their class motto, “To the Stars Through Difficulties.”>*

Once the school was opened, the W. P. A. also conducted adult education classes in
the school.***

327 Dedication Ceremonies, Federal Way School District #210, November 3, 1968, p. 2.

328 public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 5.

329 Scott Hammers, “School district celebrates 700 birthday,” Federal Way News, May 12, 1999, p. 10.
3% Dedication Ceremonies, Federal Way School District #210, p. 2.

31 “FEDERAL WAY IN REVIEW.,” Federal Way News, May 11, 1955, p. 1.

32 Dick Ferguson, “Federal Way to Honor 33-Year Career of Retiring Education Chief,” Tacoma News
Tribune and Sunday Ledger, May 15, 1966, page number not known and Dedication Ceremonies, Federal
Way School District #210, November 3, 1968, p. 2.

333 Commencement Program Class of 1939, Federal Way High School, June 1, 1939, p. 4, in the files of the
HSFW.

334 public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 5.
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The junior high and senior high classes of 1939 jointly sponsored the first school play.
Spring Fever, written by Professor Glen Hughes of the University of Washington, was
the production that was directed by Elizabeth Loeffer. This was a popular high school
play of the period and was presented by many schools.>

Federal Way High School organized their first student council in 1939 with ten
members. A boys club with six officers and a girls club with seven officers, plus a
German Club, A Latin Club and a Science Club were all organized in 1939.%%

The high school band was also organized in 1939. It started with 12 members. With
assorted instruments they played mostly classical music that was the type other students
requested. Mrs. Lulu Belle Libbey was the first music director. She produced the first
school operetta called, Sun Bonnett Girl.>"’

In 1940, Federal Way High School entered a sport team [probably football] for the
first time in the Pierce County League.”® The first coach was Merton Toole. He did triple
duty by coaching football, basketball and baseball. “He was good at taking raw new teens
and molding them into effective fighting forces.”*’

The school newspaper, first published by the students in 1939, was called Short
Circuit. It was a mimeographed publication with news and gossip. The first actual
journalism class was formed in 1940-1941 under the direction of Miss McGeough. This
class glf(.)d 21 members, who continued to put out the newspaper in an upgraded printed
form.

In 1942, Melvin Carlson was named principal of the high school.**!

Classes had as many as 40 students and the school board grew to five members. World
War II was blamed for the sudden increase in students. The old Star Lake, Steel Lake and
Harding Schools were reopened in 1943 to handle the sudden influx of students. The
school board insured its building against bombing or other acts of war in 1942. About this
time the federal government granted $42,500 to build a junior high building between the
high school and the elementary schools. This addition actually ended up costing $63,500.
The school district also purchased ten acres of land north of the school for $2,800.**

Federal Way High School had 58 graduates in 1950. The ceremony was held on June
7 in the auditorium of the Edgemont School in northeast Puyallup. Dr. Charles E. Martin,
University of Washington professor of political science, was the commencement
speaker.**

In October 1953, Federal Way High School had 337 students, apparently for grades 9
through 12.%*

A gymnasium and cafeteria were added to the high school building in 1954.%*
Dedication was held on November 21, 1954. Pearl S. Wanamaker, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, gave the dedicatory address.**®

335 public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 6.

336 pyblic Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2,” p. 6.

37 Public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 6.

338 Brislin, ‘Dedication Ceremonies, Federal Way School District #210,” November 3, 1968, p. 2.

339 Public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 6.

%9 public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 6.

! public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 6.

2 Public Service Section, p. 4, attached to “Federal Way History, FW1, Draft #2.” p. 6.

33 «Federal Way High School Commencement Set for June 7,” Seattle Times, May 26, 1950, p. not known.
3 King County Planning Commission Studies for a Comprehensive Plan, Federal Way Report, p. 27.
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On September 7, 1955, Federal Way High School had 407 students.**’

In September 1958, Federal Way High School had 470 students.**®

In September 1960, Federal Way High School had 607 students.**’

In June 1963, much of the original elementary school was demolished to allow for
remodeling of the high school. The new addition housed all the high school offices, a
student commons, a little theater and a portion of the school library. The cost of this
project was estimated at $627,000. Part of the remodeling, a new classroom wing, was
completed prior to the remodeling. The remodeling was mostly completed for the
opening of school in September.” Several people were upset that much of the old
original portion of the school had been demolished. School District Superintendent Ken
Jones stated that two structural engineers, the County Health Department and the State
Fire Marshall, had inspected the old building. They had all agreed that it was not
“economically feasible” to remodel the building to meet health and safety standards for
school use. Jones stated that these reports were available for all to read if they had any
doubts.>!

The 1973-1974 school budget, including $874,000 from the state, was for a ten-
classroom addition and modernization to the older part of Federal Way High Schoo

The original entrance to the high school is still visible, but was bricked up and has a
planter in front of it. A classroom with narrow windows near the ceiling takes up the
original entrance space. Several classrooms in the older sections of the school have small
windows or none at all. The new entrance to the school faces Pacific Highway South, but
the main office is several yards away. After the lunch area, which is also part of the new
entrance, was expanded, a reception desk was added because visitors could not find the
main office.>> The reception desk today also provides a security checkpoint for entrance
into the building.

Principal Randy Kaczor said the building is “mazey” and noted it’s a quarter mile
walk from the northeast corner to the southwest corner. One of the results of the
hodgepodge of additions to the high school has led to many outside doors which are not
good in today’s security conscience world.***

352
1.

* “FEDERAL WAY IN REVIEW,” Federal Way News, May 11, 1955, p. 1, and “Federal Way Schools
Begin Fall Term with 70 Teachers,” Federal Way News, September 7, 1955, p. 1.

36 Federal Way High School Class Annual, the SECOMA, 1954, Published by the Students of Federal Way
High School, Redondo Washington, 1953, p.60.

7 “ENROLLMENT REACHES ALL-TIME HIGH FOR FEDERAL WAY SCHOOLS,” p. not known.

38 «“Total of 2,838 Students Register In First Week At Federal Way Schools,” Federal Way News,
September 10, 1958, p. 1.

** “Enrollment Up 16.7 % in Federal Way School District,” Federal Way, Mid-Cities Advertiser,
September 21, 1960, p. 1.

39°«0ld School Torn Down,” Federal Way News Advertiser, June 19, 1963, p. not known.

331 “Reasons Given For Demolishing Old FW School,” Federal Way News Advertiser, September 25, 1963,
p. 13.

%32 «$27 4 million budget approved,” Federal Way News, October 3, 1973, p. 1.

353 Halliday, “Schools’ wish; Age more gracefully, p. A2.

%% Halliday, “Schools’ wish; Age more gracefully, p. A2.
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H. J. Winter

H. J. Winter is described as the second superintendent of School District 210.%>° The
school board dismissed Winter on December 17, 1940. He then almost immediately
disappeared. The school board was non-committal concerning what had happened and
would not respond to questions from reporters. Their only comment was that it was, “for
cause.” The exact date of Winter’s departure from the area was not known. His wife was
in California for the Christmas Holiday and when she returned on January 5, she found a
note from Mr. Winter saying he would not be back. Mrs. Winter continued to live in their
home at Redondo Beach with their eight-year old son, Herman. She refused to comment
on the issue and only said she would hear from him, “when he found himself.”**®

Winter came to Federal Way as principal of the High School in May 1938. The then
principal, Charles Springer, had been told his contract would not be renewed. Apparently
there was community support for Springer but the school board wanted him gone. Winter
came from Troutlake, Klickitat County, Oregon. A short time later he was made
superintendent and was in charge of both the elementary school and high school with a
combined total of about 600 students.*’

Concerning Winter’s absence, ‘the children noticed Mr. Winter was not there, but
none of them thought a thing about it,” one school board director commented. Kenneth C.
Jones, principal of the high school was named as acting superintendent and also stayed on
as principal of the high school.*®

Winter’s disappearance followed several months of financial difficulties during which
time he was sued twice and adjudged bankrupt. On October 3, 1940, Consuelo Houts
obtained a judgment against Mr. And Mrs. Winter for $220.53 plus interest and attorney
fees. Garnishment procedures were filed later in the month with the school district to
collect the money owed Houts. Winter filed a bankruptcy petition in federal court on
November 1, 1940, listing liabilities of $3,721.26 and assets of $166.00 due him from the
school district. His annual salary was $3,000.%°

Among the liabilities listed in the bankruptcy petition was a note to the Queen Anne
Candy Company for $150. This was made the basis for a suit filed against Winter on
November 13, 1940. Judgment was granted the same day. The Queen Anne Candy
Company transaction also appeared in the minutes of the school board meeting that
Winters did not attend. The minutes indicate that Winter had personally guaranteed the
account which was for candy and merchandise purchased for the school canteen run by
the high school student body. Other items in the bankruptcy included $500.00 owed to
two loan companies, doctor bills, department store accounts in Seattle and Portland and
money owed several individuals.*®

>3 Bandy, p. 1.

% Howard E. MacDonald, “SCHOOL HEAD DISAPPEARS AFTER OUSTER,” Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, January, (day not known), 1941, p. 1.

7 MacDonald, p. not known.

% MacDonald, p. not known.

339 MacDonald, p. not known.

36 MacDonald, p. not known.
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Deputy Prosecuting Attorney James W. Mifflin, who acted for the district, said that
Winter’s contract with the school district had been settled with a payment of $750.00. He
added that Mrs. Winter called on him the previous week and told him that Winter had
sent her $25.00 of this and paid some small bills, but she thought that he had about
$500.00 when he left Seattle. Mrs. Winter also reported her husband’s disappearance to
the Seattle Police, but asked them to do nothing about it for the time being, believing she
would hear from him.*'

Rumors exist that Winter was let go because he was a German spy, but no evidence of
this has been found.

Kenneth C. Jones

A major influence on the development of the early growth stages of the Federal Way
School District was Kenneth C. Jones. Jones spent the final 27 years of h